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D Ara not ighofant thitt i ir , 
the fate of ' thiftr wh 
proponnt 


LIEBE commits Af Gent 
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MY of Religiont; to b&uſuall 
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'Wend their own fortunes. be 
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here in this following diſcourſe of Li- 
berty of Conſcience, ſo much reſem- 
| ble him that draws the modell of: an 
houſe, as one that applies an Engin to 
quench one a fire, -And indeed the ſe- 
curity of the Nation ls ſo concerned in 
the granting of this Liberty, that any 
who ſhall by the contrary practice pre- 
tend to promote that , will moſt truly 

deſervethe name of a projector. 
Moreover,.I know that in nothing 
more then about Liberty of Conſci- 
ence querulous perſons have ſhewn 
a childiſhneſs in their complaints, with- 
out telling what the very thing is that 
troubles them, and how far they would 
have it removed; and ſo complaining 
for want of Liberty of Conſcience in 
generall, have been'as ridiculous as a 
Plaintiff would be, that brought his 
ARtion about anothers owing him mo- 
ney in.generall, or a Judge that accor- 
dingly order'd ſome money in generall 
to be paid. When therefore any ſub- 
jects bave. expreſt the due , Liberty 
their Conſciences need, then is a King 
Oy in 


- Liberty of Conſcience. 3 
in a capacity to ſhew a God-like be- 
nignity and power in granting the 
things they ask, as far as they conduce 
to his honour and the peoples good. 
Nor is it rationall that this Liberty 
ſhould be granted on other rermes : 
For 2King that gives to all men all the 
Liberty of Conſcience they beg from 
Him this day, will be forced to beg it 
from them the next. AsT ſhall there- 
fore decline ſuch an offer of the ways of 
ſecuring Liberty to the Conſciences of 
the ſeverall parttesamong us, as might 
amount to the exaftneſs of a modell, 
and ſeem 4o impoſe upon the Ma- 
giſtrate, and cept other men into an 
oppoſition of thoſe methods whereof 
they were not the Inventors, ſo ſhall 
I likewiſe ayoid the error of thoſe who 
cry our for 'want of Liberty, before 
they know their own minds fully in 
this affaire, or take care that the Ma- 
giſtrate ſhall - know / them otherwiſe 
then by inſpiration. , Nor ſhallT ar all 
intheſe papers conſider what” Liberty 
tothe Conſciences-of others Religi-- 

| A3 on, 


"  & ' 4-Diſcomſe covrerning 
on, but. purely what political intereſt 
prompts us 0 give. Itis, I confeſs, 
nope of the moſt renowned principles 
for Nations to preſerye a fair eater- 
courſe with one another, and with 
their reſpeRive Members, becauſe 'tis 
their intereſt ſo ro do z bur tisa thing 


be ſo infaruated, as not to lee their in- 
rerelt when ix is maſt obvious tathem 
as.in this caſe of the due Liberty of | 
Conſcience it ſo eminently is, that 
is} can be the reall Concernment: of: 
none bat Souldiers of fortune to op- 
pole it. 'Tis pity but thoſe miſcries 
which ſome mens pedencick. incivili- 
ries to the Confciences of others have. 
formerly overwhelm'd- -the: - Nation 
with., fheuld be ſo.infirucive- to us, 2% 
to conyince us, oh, the--neceſhuy of 
ſerring.qus the true. bougds of Liberty: 
of Conſcience , 45 the,Zg1p9iens of old: 
by the overflowing of thei Nile: werg: 
forc'd upen the ſtudy ofGeometry, that 
ſo the certain. bounds. and; proprieties, 
of Lands might afrerwarg-be —_— 


much more (hametull for a people ra . 


— Litberiyf Comſciome. ©» 

I ſhall therefore without afly more © 
Prefatory words addrefle my felf to 
the propoſalls about the freedom that 
is now fit to be giveth to the ſeveral! 
Proteſtane parties, differing #1 1&fee 
- matters of Religion 460g us; whole * 

perſwafions being different frott! thoſe 
own'd by the Reverend Divines of out 
old Hierarchy, do put them in apre* - | 
ſent neceflicy of having ſome' liberty 2 
granted to them. al 

Firſt then I ſhall propound, thae-(if TL. 
; there be nota coalition of thoſe thar 

are call'd rhe Presbyterians, awd ny / 


Aﬀertors of the former Hierarchy / 
among ns, into the ſame fotih 
Church- Governtnent, and thereby 
the Presbyrerians ſo call'd be put in'a 
capacity to divide the higheſt -prefer- 
ments. of rhe Charch with othets,) 
however no Miniſters may be deveſted 
of rheir preſent Livings, or be nrade 
mcapable of being prelenred to other, 
meerly becanſe they have beet or- 


dain'd by Presbyrers without Bi” 
thops, 
| » a + Second- 


E 6 _ A Diſcaurſe concerning 
'2 . Secondly,chat any publick Preachers 
of the Independent perſwaſion, may 
not meerly becauſe of that diſcrimina- 
ting opinion of theirs, be render yn- 
capable of being LeRurers in any Pariſh 
_—— hero the, major part of the Pariſh,and 
-— Miniſter_ ſhall defire thera To to 
If + More liberty 1s not deſired in 

their. behalf, becauſe, according to 
* their principles, it is- not lawfull for 
Atbem to' take Tithes, and to do the 


The Reaſons why I judge ir con- 
venient that the Paſtors and Teachers 
of Jadependent Churches ſhould thus 
(if nothing be alledged againſt them 
but their particular opinion) be per- 
mitted; to preach publickly, are, be- 

cauſe as tothe Podtinall part of Reli- 
/ gion ey concur with the 39, Arti- 
cles of the Church oF Z777rd, . and 
they are: generally men of ſtriclives, 
and are ſuch as have. been bredup. in 
the Univerſities 3. and if they have not 
the liberry allow'd chem to. preach 

| pub- 


 Zuſuall Offices ofa Miniſter wg a Pariſh. 


_ 


Liberty of Conſcience 7 
pnblickly, it will neceflarily occaſion 
their preaching to their Churches in 
private meetings, which may . be of 
worſe conſequence to.the Magiſtrate 
then their publick preaching can be, 
And again, their opinions about 
Church- Government, , though poſ- 


ſibly not true, are not unworthy. of 
J 


good and Learned men; for by (ach 
they have been vwa'd, as, namely b 
Ames, Ainſworth, and Cotton of News 
England. ; 
Thirdly, that thoſe of | theſe per- J .-- } 
(waſions that are not Miniſters, I mean- 
Gentlemen and Tradesmen, Presby- 
terian or Independent, may nor- for 
' their opinions ſake as.to; Church- 
Government be debar'd of any civil: 
employment in the Nation . are 


Fourthly, that Anabaptiſts ma noe; ff . 
« 'd ] , * 


of Adminiſtring Baptuſm as. they do, 
and their meeting to pray and preach, 
and take the Sacramenr.of the. Lords 
upper togetber. For though thoſe 
| of 


$ A Diſcourſe concerning 
of that perſwaſion were in Germany 4s | | 
ſo many fire-ſhips among the States of 
the Empire, it doth not follow that 
others here muſt neceſſarily prov ins 
cendiaries in the ſame manner ? 
the acs'of reaſonable creatures may 
much' more vary in ſeverall places, 
then Lightning and Thunder hap- 
pen to be more ' hurtfull in fome 
 Countreys then other, and ſome plants 
 moreorlefs poyſonons in feverall pla- 
ces, | | | 
.- -Fifchly, that the Quakers m for a 
while be tolerated, till we Tu feett 
what effects ER 
will produce. A prefent and a ſpeedy 
panting ſo namerons a party would | ' 
e prudefir, becauſe che perfecy- | 
tion af one” parry wonld atarme all the 
. others, and make them fear thar their 
= ewrnes-would benext. This isa party 
thar \none have reafonto fear as long- 
liv'd according to the conrſe of natare; [. 
for it doth'not cheriſh-che hapes of its" 
followers by any fenfnall pleafures in 
this World,” nor cag its principles af- 


ſure 


| dezenerated from the lighe of ths 


| 


the deliet of a futch Monarchy, char is. 


;| Gire men of any reward in the World 
to-come; becauſe the Quakers baying 


| Seriptare to that Wichin them, lehey: 
can have no grounded nary 6 of 


a9Qd terms iN anot 

Thoſe of them hat 
from Town to Jenny tein 
calings, may without any 1njury of 


nat 


| pravacation to. the reſt of the parties 


be.compell'd ta work, And 1 am cons 
fident that theſe poor Earchuſiaſtick 
people,by hard labour and diligence in 
thei eallings, might be. ar once curd 
of their melancholy and errours,, ant 
| be thus induced no oogecataall abut, 
| ſpleen. a ce. Undoubrs 
edly any BnbuGeftthar hag been tired 
in nn Mechanicall Trade by 
bard labour in the day, would adlic 
tle : In reading Faceb — 
[._ ; 
"Sixubly. thar thols who protons 


of Ctriſts Reigning perſonally ons rhe 
A —— yeares, - and draw tra 


CON- 
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conſequences from thence about their 
duty in promoting that fifth King-| 0 
dom, by being aQiive in dethroning a+} p! 
ny Magiſtrates,or deveſting Biſhops| 
and Miniſters of their places, becauſe] ch 
they are ſaid to. be of the fourth, may] a: 
/ not for that opinion be liable to any| th 
*/ puniſhment. For as ill nſes as this 0-| pi 
pinien hath been put to in our dayes,| 
lit was believed by almoſt all the: Fas] th 
 thers of the Church before the firſt] ra 
Nicene Councell. -] ce 
And therefore I do ſo ſtate this] ac 
fixth propoſall, that only thoſe now] tic 
hat believe a MiU/ennium;and draw no| V\ 
more conſequences of Rebellion 'and{ th 
 Sedirion from it chenits Primitjve:a(-] te 
ſertors did, may haye the benefit: of| ing 
liberty. | pu 
As for thoſe who by this innocent] bi: 
opinion wauld occaftonally diſturb cis| fre 
vil Societies, it is fit they ſhouldbe 
dealt with as-enemies of-mankind, and] fit 
as {uch- who would found the fifth Mo-! rat 
narchy in a colluvies of more vile. peo-| bi 
ple then Romulas did the fourth, and] co 
 \ would 


r 
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would multiply Contufions and Diſ- 


orders in the World, by deſtroying 
propriety,and producing innumerable 


, fyarmes of Hypocritesz in ſo much 


chat-if the Devil were toreign perſo- 
nally on the Earth, he would not fill 
the World with more prodigious 1m- 
pieties. For 'tis likely that - he would 
not take away more mens lives then 
they, but rather be willing thar ſeve- 
rall generations of men ſhould ſtill ſac- 
ceed one another ; and that he would 
account the moſt provoking indigni- 
ties that could be offer'd God in the 
World, were only to be ſhewn b 


| thoſe men who would advance their 


temporall defignes by Religion ; it be- 
ing a greater affront to a' King to be 
put eo ſervile andignominlous uſes in 
bis Kingdom, then to | be baniſh'd 
from it. 

Till any faRtious afſertors of the 


fifth Monarchy can ſhew Gods war-\ 


rant for their having Donations from © 
him of our Eſtates, as the -7ſraelites 
could for their ſcifing on/ thoſe: of the 
Egyptians, 


712 
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Efyptions; we have reaſon'to look on be 
"them as the Nations exterminated 


| ah out of their Countries did of 
him, who,as Procopiae faith inthe fe; 
cond /book "of his Yanddlics, caus't 
Pillars to. be ereted wich words on 
them inthe .Pheniclen Langnagy, 

ah which he thus renders, ## is wir 3/96 
o”— gybrles Sm mare Ts wot Rnws v3 Nah, 


iee- We fly-ftom the face: of Foſbadl 
_ the thief; the 'Son of: Newn;: Bur withs 


| Fs dae-doubt theſe mens defign is not-r0 


claint our gdods by ſnch a' right as 
Gods people,the 1frdekies, (who yet 
were: wedry of the Fheocracy thi 
kzd: under) did the Zgypriens firſt 
all, but, as the Mavmelats did iince, 
whole Governments the” erue exams! 


ple of theirs who would rule us/by a] th, 
| Ni 


Nation-within aNation.. / 

And indeed thoſe men may. be'a 
ſham'd toask. Liberty of Conſcience; 
who in their principles proclaind/they] ;,* 
will never give it ; from whont all! c 


favour ach 45 are not of 'their opini* 


Ons calm 
= 


hope is to be kept: ſo wellia 


heart, 


OV 


Di 
ka 


y of fore-mention'd ne 
, that any ceaſures from Ecclefiaſticalb 
.| Courts, by Fines or Excommunicati-- 
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heart,2S to be able to' hew their wood 
and draw their water for them. More- 
ovex,their abuſing thoſe words of the 
Saints inberitingthe Earth, or, which 
s all one, founding dominion in 
grace, would leave us ſtill in a ſtate 
of war. For every man pretending to 
have grace, nothing can, decide t 


| controverlic bue the Sword where 


there is no infallible judge. Among 
the Papiſts there is a prerended one, 
and ſo the: opinion of giving the bak 
lance of Land to the. party preponde- 
rating in grace, where there is a ſtea- 
dy hand to hold the fcales,is not a- 
mang them ſo miſchievous as here it 
' would be. 


Seventhly, thac neicher the old 


" vx fs "Hrs 
Diſcipline, nor the Ce s of 
a the Chirch of Z lewd, nor an acts 


knowledgment of the lawfulneſs or 
expediency therof be obtruded on. 


Wi. may be extended againſt OY 
| Non- 


#3 


x4 > A Diſcomſe concerning 
Non-conformity. For though Ex 
communication from a Church which 
a man doth not owa as true, or having 
Authority over him, doth terrifie 
him no more then predictions ofThun 
der from Almanacks, yet it make 
that tremendous puniſhment of the 
the Goſpel, that jadgement precurſo- 
ry of the laſt, ceaſe ro be formidable, 


Buc cruly. according to the Cuſtom of} 


our Church, and much more accor- 
ding to che Churchot Scoland, an Ex 
communicate perſon is ſome way ob- 
noxious to outward puniſhments. And 
as our barbarous cuſtom is for the 


4. 


Lord of a mannor to ſeize upon all the 
g00ds of any ſhipwrack'd perſons that 
were thrown up by the Sea ork | 
ground, ſo in Scotland often the goods 
of thoſe men who fall as wrecks onth# 
ſhore of the Church, accrue to it. And 
thus accidentally trouble is created t0| 
the Magiſtrate about tempering the ri-' 
' gour of the Church by his power: 
As one not- many yeares fince Ex- 
communicated in Scotland, Pry his 
, X* 
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Excommunication to. be taken off by 
a Counſell of War; and fo ic was re- 
verd errante glaato, as laid On polliblyS 
errante clave. 

Having .,\ thus preſented the - 
propoſalls ,to be. conſidered, and 
therein occafionally, given ſome 
Reaſons - for Liberry of Conſci- 
ence , as it, concerns. ſome of the re- 

ſpediiye parties.among us z. it. remains 
now that more generall Reaſons be 
produced, and ſuch as are comprehen- 
five of the conceraments of all or moſt 
of the parties differing. in leſſer mat- 
ters of Religion : To prove how much 
a.due liberty. granted to them will 
conduce to the peace and ſatery of the 

Nation, and what publick inconveni- 

Ences. will follow trom. the contrary. 

The firſt Reaſon ſhall be taken-from 
the neceſſary connexion between Ci- 

vil liberty,and that which is Spiritual z 

and.cherefore they that would devyeſt 

any of their {piricuall ; libercies, do A 

larm them with Jult cauſes of fear a- 

bout their lofing civil liberues by che 

lame hands. | ' For 
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For, firſt; it thiiſt tieceſſatily be pres 
ſamed thar ſuch perſons inrend: to be 
jadges how far thens civil and fpitt- 
tual liberties reach, and whir are- the 
frontires'of both, Nothing! we ite is 
more common aniong 'rhe-- Rotiff 
Priefts, thet to pick the pockets of 
thee people; i# withint a4 fpiritadlsd; 
And » thiolt cerriin mm who dotly 
impoſe any thing up6tt che people-utt- 
der the es of Relitinh, would tfiot: 
leave theth 4 power tojudge whether” 
it be in order co it of no# Por it ehiey 
ate the Jadges of ir, they will ſay that 
afy thing in Religion Which difples 
ſeth chem oppoſerh their civil liberty, 
and ſo nothing at all will therein be 
etijoyned, 2 

Secondly , thoſe that take away 
from' others their ſpiritual libertie 
ſhew that they can take away part o 
their civill ar leaſt, or elfe the whole 
of them, accordingly as they valued: 


theit ſpiricnall- liberty. Tf it be- ſaid” 


that mess civil liberties ate rhooght 
more important then theit ſpitirutll, 


yet | 


Liberty of Conſcience. t7 
-yet it may be replyed, rhat' in the 
thoughcs of very many men their ſpi- 
ricgall liberties: are'as conſiderable as 

arg of their civill : $o char che total 
deſtroyers of ſpiricuall libercy ſhew 
char pare of the' civill is at their met- 
cy, And it they are able to take away 
one part of mens. ciyill liberties, they 
are by that means in a berter capacity 
co take away another ; juſt as he rhat 
is able to take away one limb from a 
mans body, is the more able to take 
away anorher,--becauſe by che- loſſe 
of chat a man hath the lefs ſtrength ro 
defend himſelf againſt a further af- 
ſaulc. 

Bur although in ſome parts of the 
World men have not the fame high 
eſteem for ſpiricuall iberry as for civil, 
juſt xs the pay or proportion of Silver 
ro Gold in ſeyerall Conntries doth 
differ, it may be affirm'd tha in this 
Nation generally they have. 'Tis true 
that broket-fortun'd* men do nor ya- 
Ive civilliberty, aor men of debauch'd 
Conſciences ſpiritual ; bur neither of 
B35 theſe 
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theſe. qualifications -hath produced 4 | 
.generall undervaluing of either ſort | 
of liberty among us. As to what may 
be objeted concerning ſome. Pops 
Countries,as Yenice, &c. where they | 
have not a proportion of eſteem tor 
ſpiricuall libercy equall to their civil ; 
Tanſwer, that their Religion obligeth 
them. to p&form a ſervile obedience 
to the Biſhop of Rome inthings ſacred, 
and'they looking on him as infallible, 
have no reaſon to-prize a liberty: of 
not obeying him-:-,,Yet evenin thoſe 
places obedience to the; Roman: Ca- 
tholick Religion is not-maigtain'd by 
the ſevere Diſcipline of an Inquiſition. 
The policy of the French Nation: is! in 
this reſpe& exactly good, the liberty 
of the Gallican Church being ſo; cav- 
tioully aſſerted in order to, the liberty 
of the Gallican Kingdoni, where their 
Courts of Parliament in caſe of Ap- 


| —Peals. do declare. void and null: the | 
———opes Bulls and Excommunicationsz | 


and , forbid the exgcution of them 
when they are found contzary: to. the 
| RTE 


On 


liberty of the French Church, and the 
Kings ' Prerogative, Nor without 
cauſe were the ſeveral] Zaropean Prin- 
ces jealous of the Popes deſigns to in- 
vade their civil liberties, when, as 
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Mr. Se/den obſerves in his Diſſertatio a4 < 
Fletaw, Innecent the {ſecond being ve © 


ry earneſt with them to admit the <- 


non Law into their Territories, the 
received the: Civil Law, to keep our 
the Canon. | 

In which Law the Biſhops of Rome 
have ſeverall Titles, De emptione - & 
wvenditione, De locato & condadto, and 


ſeverall .other Titles that concern 


Temporall. zffaires between man and 
mang-:i * - Lo 

Thirdly, they'engage themſelyes to 
be in;readineſs by Temporall power to 
maintain 'their- conqueſts over mens 
ſpiritual liberties: Forihe that takes 


away-a feather out'of a man$har, 'is * 


obliged :in intereft-ro take away bis 
{word from his fide. Tt it be ſaid: that 
a mar may:think-bimſelf bound in 
Conkcience to, 'Oppreſle people in. (pi- 
* B 3 ritual 
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rieaal things, bot not in civil; I an- 
ſwer, moſt certainiy then bis Conſci+ 
ence will lead him to put them out of 
a condition to aflert their ſpiricual lie 
berties ſo oppreſt, Ic is with reſtraig- 
ing the freedom of Conſcience as the 
denying 2 mare liberum to neigbour- 
ins nations, which any Prince that doth 
muſt not truſt co preſcription of long 
time, or imaginary lines in the hea- 
vens whereby the compaſſe of his  do+ 
mioion of the Sea may be derertni- 
ned, but to powerfull Fleers, 
- Fourthly, they give men juſt cauſe 
to think char they wil be willing ta 
inyade their civil liberties ,. whenevet 
their Conſciences or their intereſts 
ſhall prompt them to.it. We) 
From what hath been (aid inthis 
firſt Reaſon abouc the connexion of 
civil and {piritual libercy, -and:-mens 
concernedneſſe in the - valuation of 
both, 1 ſhall occaſionally affirm,” that 


- I the next-be(t way to Liberry of Con+ | 
"I feience for dopeoſeritionat thengbe | 
ics peace of A Re" | 

«| | 
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all-liberey is. xegarded in any high 
mealre by "the Feople, is 20,9: Þ2F 
quiſition. ; Bye be hach mucho learn C3; 
in. Politicks, whothiaks that an Ingui- | 
ficion 4s praRicable among us as «© 1n 
Spain, where one Religioa hach bad 
quiet poſſeflion-ia- the Countrey fo 
many yeares- , 

The [(econd Reaſon to-prove that 
| the Peace and Satcty of the Natian 
will be very conſiderably advanced by 
the allowance of freedom i9'.mens 
Conſciences, thalkbe this 5... 

As long as there is ſuch, a due Liber- 


- 


ry of. Conſcience granted, 'tishardly 
poſſthle for any' civil Wars $0 PIPE 
on the account of Reiigion,, which jor 
watt, of this! freedom may. It there 
are har [two parties in a Nation that 
differ from. obe : another in_Religion, 
'tis [nor unlikely buc chat a civil War 
may arilemnthe account of Religion, 
thoagh the: ene/darh-colerage the '9- 
cher 3; becauſe - ejeher. of chem. char 
thinks 6:4 ſhare cj che cLiet Magi- 
ficatesfaroucieafy may {0; chat. req- 
7 " es B 4 ſan 
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fon attempt a fortible ſuppreſſion of 
the other - But any ſuch War can 
hardly be where the parties - differing 
in Re):gion are many; For they ate nor 
-Iikely'ro' know the exact ſtrength of 
_ one another, and their ſeveral ani- 
molities will keep them from joyning 
together againſt any one that doth not 
invade their liberty in generall, No- 
tbing bur extreme neceſſity can'bring 
them to'meet amicably and conſult 


together. For- the nearer they ſeem 


to one anotker in opinion, the- ſharper 
their mutuall hatredsare ; juſt as peo- 
ple of ſeverall Countreys thar live in 
the frontires of each, do hate one 
another with a greater vehemence 
then chofe more remotely firuated: do. 
Beſides; tis probable thavif any one 
of the parties tolerated:{hould go a- 
bour to make it (elfufipermoſt; (which 
deſign only could mak&irfly- our-into 
acivil War) the -reſt-would: inymedi- 
ately Joyne' to" ſupprefſe it: (For they 
- are not ſure this ll-have Sia 
the conquering Paryitevall the. hot- 
rors 


© Tr ED. 
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rors of War, which they already. poſ- 
ſeſſe, to wit, a fair liberty. "Which if 
it be competently allow'd tothe ſeve- 
rall parties, ſeditions perſons at home, 
and the Miniſters of State ty our ene- 
mies abroad, will be deprived of their 


'o1d benefit trom our Diviſions in Re- 


ligion, which chey. accidentally made 
uſe of as a handle to draw us into civil 
War ; juſt as by the Sp«niſh Counſells 
formerly the Kings of France bavye 
been excited to- perſecute the Hugue- 
nots ſometimes, and the  Haguenets 
been fed with money and advice to re- 
ſiſt their perſecurors ; and as. in like 
manner Rzchelieu is thought to haye 


encouraged the laſt Arch-biſhop-. of %. / 


Canterbury to increaſe bis ſeverity to- 
ward the Puritans, and to have anima*+ 
ted the Scotch and Engliſh Puritans to 
do as they did, 

I grant that inreſped of forreign/in- 
vaſion it is ſomewhat dangerous for a 
Prince to tolerate any Religion in His 
Countrey that bis neighbours are- of, 
and thoſe potent,and likely to ms 

um 
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him. Forthenſuch an invader would 
.exped aſſiſtance from chofe of his opi- 
nion in Religion, who would promiſe 
to themſelves the advantage of having 
their opinions the Paramount State- 
Religion apon the invaders fncceſs. 
And for this reaſon we are obliged 
£0 be wary in the toleration we allow 
Papiſts, We have no reaſon to be 
afraid of the roleration of Celvinifts, 
becauſe the united Provinces in the 
Low Countries are of thar-perſwaſtorl, 
for they'\are not a Common-mwealth of 
. increaſe by Armes but Trade. Nor 
would they take our Countrey if we 
ould offer it them , for they would 
} yg not know what to do with it,- as their 
aMaires at preſent arezand hkely rv 


i 


' Inthis ſecond reaſonT confider, that 
as there is hardly a poſſibility of a ci- 
vill 'War -- #rifing on the account of 


Conſtience. eftabliſhed 3 To there is 


ty 


= 


Religion, if there be afair 'Liberry of | 


| 


danger in this particular-from the- ſe- | 
veralf parties it there be no ſuch libers | 


| 
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ty» I granc thae 'tiSthe principle and 
practice of ſome of theſe parties, and 
eſpecially thoſe call'd Presbyteriau (by. _ 
far the moſt conſiderable of them) to 
ſuffer for Religion, rather then to re- 
6 meerly for itz 2nd therefore we 
have no- reaſon to charge them with 
taking up of Armes purely for Religi- 
on, Bur yetIehink had ir not been for 
Raigions ſake,and-for the greater free- 
dom of their Conſciences, they would 
not formerly have pretended chart ng+ 
ceſity ot lawfulnefle ro rake up Arms 
a civil account as chey did, * For 
gh their right in civil ehings was, 
as 1 pterended,, rhe Conſtiaenr 
cauſe of the War, yer Religion was the 
impulſive,or that which inclined them 
to mike. nſe of the other ; vf which 
though they. rhonghc lawfully they 
could , yer buc for chis: impulſive 
cauſe chey wonld nat have made uſe. 
And truly any man that cenſidets yhe 
additedaefle of che Engliſh Nation & 
Religion in generall, will nor wonde 
a mens being ftimulated thereby to 
| do 
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do what - in civill things they thigl 


{ion of che Engliſh not onely.ro-Reli- 
parcley in che $10N> but vehemence in it 
4th. book of Barclay doth 'well take 
his Euphormio.. notice, who ſaith of them, 
Nec quicquan 1% numins cultu modicun 
poſſunt ; and afterward ſpeaking how 
ridiculouſly narrow in their  principles| 
our ſeverall Seas were, {aith, fs 
thonghrt #nos ſe celeſtium rerum partl- 
cipes., exortes cateros omnes eſſe. ib, 
Nor can they in the worſhip of God do 
any thing without exceſle, they think 
themſelves 'the only ſharers/ of Hes 
venly. things, and all orher perſons 
to be no way concern'din partaking/ of 
them. Nor is the ſtrong and paſſionate 
inclination of this Kingdom to Religi- 
on, a humour bred lately among us 
fince the introdutioh of Protefancy; 
for the greateſt part of the Decretal 
Epiſtles in the books of: the Canon- 
Law wete'ſent to the Engliſhas.re+ | 
ipts occaſioned by their addreſſes to 
4he- Pope, for his determination in: - 
h | vera 
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they lawfully may. Of this propen] 
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inf -yeral matters of Religion. Beſides; ir 
 - may be attribured much cothe effica- 
-| cy of Religion in general among us, 


chat no Epidemical vice" is charged 
upon our Nation, as upon others. 
But that which 1s moſt 1mportant in 
the confirmation of the/rendency- chat 
the liberty: proponnded hath to pro: 
more the ſafery and peace of the  Na- 
rion, is the confideration of the [pre- 
vatent intereſt theſe: ſeverall parties 
have therein; and conſequently abili- 
ty to do hirm or good 3 which I ſhall 
make uſe'ofas a THIRD REASON': 
of the above-mentioned aflertion. 
Now here I ſhall begin with:the 
ſort of | Divines call d Presbyterian 
(though more truly+ mericing to be 
ſtyled thoſe that are for moderate 'Z- 
piſcopacy) and ſhall confider their-in- 
tereſt and ſtrength. '  --- | 
- And firſt, the whole Kingdom! of 
Scotland:is united ind ſolemn Leagne 


with them : Nor is. thefederall-unioa 


likely ro be difſolved berween thar 
Nation and them, becauſe they _ 


bY A 
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ſubmitted to tlie form. of Primitive 
Epiſcopaty deſcribed by the Biſhop 
Armagh, their Covenant binding them 
dnly againſt chat high Prelacy former 
ly in uſe among us, | 
Secondly, the way of their preach-| 
ing- being very pradticall, and accom | f” 
ied with zeal and vehemence, doth 
[avec generally deep impreflions on 
the minds of men, and conſequently 
creates among the people a reyerentis 
all eſteem-for their perſons. And in 
deed (b many Preachers as there are of 
the moderits Epiſcopall or Preibyteris 
an way, thete are ſo many Orators, 
whereby chey influence che people 
_ More then if they were fo- many Po- q 
fillers, Every one of them almoſt ; 
+ doth,as Telly ſaith ,aculesr relinguere it h 
( 


animis audicentiam, | Thieis way of 
Preaching is not whining;like chat of 
the Secaries; and thongh far from be- 
| ingio moſt of them confermable to p 
\.-the Rules of Rhertorick, © yet I count | 
ir ſgitable co OrFory, becauſe it doth 
periwade. 'Tir Beyond diſpute, jon 
, CAS 
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| chis way of Paricanicall preaching hath 


infingared ir felt much inco the affecti- 
ons of many,by that civility and emen- 
dation of manners it hath: profelyred 
theta into, and fo hath. obraind res 
ſpe& borh from chem and.their relaci- 
ons, Nor can it but be ſuppoſed chat 
the common ſort of men; I mean fuch 
as live by Trade, whoſe beuig: eirhgr 
tich or beggers depends. much on: the 
honeſty of cheir ſervants, (tiould like 
that fort of Preachers beſt, ' who ate 
moſt paſhonate and loud againſt Vice, 
and - che appearances of ic- And the 
inpreſfions of- chis practicall way of 
Preaching are the more petmanenc in 
their bearers , becauſe theſe Preachers 
do propagate the belief of the -morali- 
xy of the Sabbath, and do oblige theit 
Hearers to diſcourſe on that day chiefly 
of Religious things, and to paſs theit 
crime in'Prayer, and Repeticion of clie 
Sermons then preach'd, --- 
Thirdly, they are highly eſteem'd 
by a great part of the people for the 
kricnefle and auſtoricy of their low, 
0 
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And by nothing more then: unſtain'{ 
lives can Miniſters attra& reverence 
for their perſons and Dotrines. 

How much mens affeRions cool to- 
ward a Religion many of the Teacher; 


whereof arg, dgbauch'd, appeares by 
that common obſeryation of Trayel- 


, Sreat diſtance from Rowe are mote 
ſuperſtitious then thoſe who live 1 
Rome, where they ſee ſo much pro- 
phaneneſſe among the Grandees of 
the Church. 

Fourthly, being for the molt part of 
them not much immerſtin the Studies 
|. of School-Divinity, and indeed more 
| Polite Literature, as Philology, &c. 
they are- enabled ro preach oftner, 
and have more Sermons of PraQticall 
Diviniry to Print, then the Reverend 
Divines.of the old Hierarchy ; -and by 


lers, that the people who live ar a| 


—_ 


this means to.adde to-their repute and 
credit with the people. 

Fifthly, they. converſe more: gene- 
rally with one another, and with the 
common people, then the Reverend 
55. wy . T 1_ 
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Divines thar are for the former Prelacy 
do. And indeed men that are reſolyed 
Students,and habicually Bookith, have 
regrets againſt converſation, eſpecially 
that of thoſe men they can gain no 
knowledg by. Nor indeed is the com- 
pany of illiterare Lay-men ordinarily 
acceptable to any Scholars ,- but ſuch 
as purſue knowledg in mechanicks. 
Now (o great and 'generall is the con- 
verſation of the Divines call d Presby- 
teria with one another, that not one 
of chem can come to live it any Coun- 
trey, but ina few weeks is known to 
all che Miniſters of that party there , 
whom he meets at Lectures, or -pub- 
lick Faſts. On the other fide, it is uſu- 
all for the Divines of the former Pre- 
latical perſwaſion, to admit only thoſe 
to a freedom of converſe with them 
that are in Eccleſiaſtical or Civil Dig- 
niry-equal to them, Moreover, the Di- 
vines call'd Prezbyter;an do more then 
the others converſe with theit' hea- 
rers, and by this means have rhe inte- 


| reſt of Confeſſors among Lay- people, 


{rom 
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from whom they hear related the moſt 
ſecret paſſages of their Ligfes and 
Conſciences, and of che ſpiritual Ma- 
ladies and Delertions chey languiſh un- 
der. 

And here ic - may be obſery'd hoy | 
the non-canforming Divines were 
heretofore neceſlarily more then the 
other obliged co be much in the com- 
pany of their Lay-hearers; for by be- 
ing ſo, moſt of them gar choſe 
Church:preterments chey bad : Their 
opinions cauſing them to be put by 
from Fellowſhips of Colledges.in che 
Univerſities, they betook themſelves 
for (belter co the Lay-Puritans ia ſe- 
veral parts of the Nation, and {0 com- 
paſs'd che being Lecturers in Corpara- 
tions and Market-Townes. And here- 
by they became of more ative tem- 
pers, ſaw more of the World , were | 
more harden'd,either for the refiſting 
what troubles they conld, and bearing 
what they could not reſiſt, then 0- 
thers that.in queſt of knowledg and the 
higheſt digniries of the Church, 2 BA 

een 
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been long in Univerſities accuſtom'd 
to Private and ſedentary lives. 
Sixthly, by their dil- eſteem of Ce- 
remonies and. external pump in che 
Worlhip of God, they are the more 
endear'd to Corporations, and the 
greater Part of perſons engaged in 
Trade and. Trafhck, who hate Cere- 
monies in generall , that is, forms and 
ſec behaviours,chat are not neceflary,as 
being not at leiſure tor them, and as 
they are expenceful,and as contrary to 
their Genius and Education. And 
indeed men that live amidſt che con- 
tinual diſpatches of buſineſs in a way 
of Trade, do naturally grow into a 
hatred of what doth uaneceffarily rake 
up time, Welee therefore in Holland, 
thacFunerals(the laſt ſolemnOffices the 
dead can have paid them, and of which 
the obſervation ia leſs Trading-Coun- 
tries doth with its Ceremonies de- 
youre {o much cime) are there to be 
celebrated before two i'th' afternoons 
and for every houre that a Herſe is 
kept ia a houſe after that time, ſome- 
C2 what 
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what is paid to the State. Nor can It 
otherwiſe be,but that the ſame perſons 
who nauſeate Ceremonies in Civil 


ligious : Juſt as a man that hath an an- 
tipathy againſt Muskadine in his Par- 
lour, cannot love it at the Sacrament. 
The Fathers, upon whoſe writings 
thoſe that would now recommend 
Ceremonies to the Church do build 
their aſſertions of chem, were ſuch as 
did live in the Southern parts of the 
World, where Ceremonies are more 
as lov'd .in Civil and Religious things, 
| > then by us Northern people they are. 
| / ” AnTbelides, the people there being of 
ſharper wits then among us they are; 
the Aitifices of Ceremonies. are re- 
quifite to raiſe miſts before their un- 
| Cerſtanding faculties, and to detain 
chem from as much knowledg as they 
can by admiration , leſt they ſhould 
become the leſs obedient by being 
the more knowing. The eminency of 
the Southern wits above the Nor- 
thern appeares to us from the _ 
ant 


things, will loath them likewiſe in Re- | 


| 


| 
| - 
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ſtant and juſt complaints of Northern 
Nations, that the Southern have till 
over-reach'd them in Trearttes, after 
they had defeated their Armies in the 
field, And what I here obſerve con- 
cerning theſe Nations, is atteſted by 
Bodin in his fifth Book De Republica: . 
Where he ſhews what his obſervation 
of the Genius and ſubtle underſtand- * 
ings of Southern people was, and how 
it was fit they ſhould be awed into the 
doing of things by a ſolemn and pom- 
pons managery of Religion. 

'Tis further obſervable concerning 
Northern Nations, that they are more 
addifted to Trade then Southern; 
which they are neceſficated to be , be- 
cauſe the things that of their own 2c- 
cord, that is, without induſtry, grow 
out ot the Earch, are fewer among 
them then Southern; and becauſe 
they are more populous : and while 
they are more then the other }{ations 
addicted to Trade, they muſt needs be 
leſs addicted ro Ceremonies. The 
Hollanders may ſerve as an inſtance to 

C3 evince 
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evince the truth of this, who having 
ſcarce any native commodities, &being 
a populous Countrey, for their quan- 
tity of ground, and being forced to ad- 
yance Trade, can bardly abſtam from 
Markets on the Lords-Day, and do 
account it a Piece of Devotion to coyer 
their Wares in Sermon-time. Much 
tefs could they, or indeed any Trading 


., Countrey, admirt_ſo many Holy- days 
IF 2 our Church of Evgland did abound 
$/ wit. The L#theran Religion being 
profeſt chiefly in Countries that fub- 


fiſt by Trade, though it owns an E- 
piſcopall form of Church- Goyern- 
ment. hath annex'd to it but few Ce- 
remonies ; and I think except bowing 
at the name of Feſw,and ſtanding up 
at the Creed;none conſiderable. Nor 
are there in any Church of Calwin's 
perſwaſion Reſponſalls to be uſed by 
the people in their Lirurgies,as in ours: 
Nor in the Zatheray Churches, do a- 
' Ny but the Chatechis'd boys mind 
them much. And in Holland the Lnthe- 
rap Chorch doth admit men to the 
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Sacrament without private Confeſſion 
and Abſolution, which in leſs Trading 
places it ſtritly. requires. While I 
am now inquiring into the diſpoſition 
of Trading Countries, I ſhall by the 
way obſerve, that the intereſt - which 
the Proteſtant Religion hath in them, 
is its greateſt vifible ſecurity and de- 
fence, For though Princes of the Po- 
piſh Religion do command a greater 
quantircy of ground then Proreftanr 
Princes, yet they have not an intereſt 
in Maritime Townes and Trading pla- 
ces equall ro them. And and as the 
preſent State of Chriſtendom 1s , he 
that commands the Sea commands the 
ſhore, and the Dominion of tlie' Sea 
chrough Gods metcy is in Proteſtant 
hands. But to retura from whence I 
digreſt. It we refle& on thoſe that did 
moſt loye Ceremonies heretofore in 
our Nation, we ſhall find chem to have 
been perſons of the greateſt Rank and 
Quality among us, who did affect Ce- 
remonies in Civil things; or of the 


pooreſt ſort, who did get their daily 
Ca bread 


38 A Diſcourſe concerning 
bread by the Charity of the ather, 
The midling fort of men, and elſpecj- 
ally the ſubſtantial Trades-men of 
Corporations, did generally diſguſt 
them, So natural 1s it for men to pain 
Gad in colours ſuitable to their own 
fancies, that I do not wonder at Tra- 
ding perſons who hate Ceremonies, 
that they thus think God io reſpe& of 
this hatred altogether ſuch as them- 
ſelves. And.therefore Almighty God 
deſigning his Worſhip from the. Jew- 
iſh Church to be full of Ceremonies, 
and ſuch as-were Typical of his Son,did 
divert that Nation from the utmoſt 
promoting of Trade. . To this end 
they were not planted, except a few of 
them by the Sea-fide, bur in In-land 
places, and thereby were the better 
enabled to advance ſhepherdry,and the 
multiplying of yarious kinds of Cattel 
in order to their Sacrifices. They 
. were forbid to take uſe money of one 
another, not that there was any reall 
evil or Injuſtice in Uſary , but thar it 
would haye'drawn them on to the ad- 
| Vance- 
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rancement of Trade, and conſequent- 
ly have interrupted the courſe ot cheir 
(olemn Rites and Ceremonies : Reli- 
| gion would then have ſuffer'd by { 
Trade, whereas the contrary thing hath 
fince 'happen'd from ir. For befide » 5--.- 
thoſe Vices that are concomitant of 
[dleneſs, which Trade repels, the in- 
creaſe of Navigation muſt. neceſſarily 
/ propagate the knowledg. of Chriſtian 

Religion, as well as humane Arts and 
'Sciences- Thus, Multi pertranſibunt, 
' & angebitur Scientia, 

If in oppoſition to what hath been ſaid 

about Trading perſons, being generally 
| diſafteed to Ceremonies in Religion; 
' any ſhall vzge,that in the Popiſh Re- 
publicks Trade and Ceremonies are 
both us'd: It may be anſwer d, that the 
many Ceremonies there are rather en- 
| ured then leved, and thar if mens 
| Underſtandings were not there miſ-guj. 
| dedby a belief of their being neceflary 
| toſalyation,the praftice of them would 
\ quickly be abated ; juſt as we ſee rhe 
motion of a lock ro be alter'd when 


the ' 
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the hand is removed that held back 
the ſpring. Let but the Proteſtant 
Religion get ground there, and ſo con- 
ſequently the Tributes of their time be 
no more demanded for their preſent 
Ceremonies, and we ſhall foon find 
how unwilling they will be to pay 
them, 

I ſhall now briefly ſpeak of the 0- 
ther parties, as the Independents, 8c. 
and take notice of their conſiderable- 
neſs,and hopes of bidding fair for an 
-—_4 inthe hearts of any of the peo- 
ple. 

And here I ſhall obſerve, that it 
theſe Sets had got no ground in the 
Nation, that yer they want not their 
likelyhoods of doing it; and that firſt 
by reaſon of the ready inclination. of 
many among us to mutabilicy, in no- 
thing more then their opinions about 
controyerted things in Religion. For 


opinions held by the Engliſh are held 
 byTflanders ; And therefore Bodin in 


his Mcthedas ad facilem hiſtoriarum cog- 
#it!pnem, and fifth chapter of ir, dorh 
_ very 
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ry judiciouſly ſhew how people are 
to be moderated by difterent Laws, - 
dccording to their Climares and Si- 
tuations, which he confirmes by men- 
tioning the ſeverall Vices and Vertues 
of Countries remorely diſtant from 
one another ; ſaying, how that Yexto-' 


ſu loca ferociores homines & mobiliores. 
- | reddunt, quicta iro humaniores & con- 
| Fantiores, i. e. Countries diſturb'd 


with frequent winds make men more 
Gerce and mutable; but Countries 
that are free from ſuch, do make men 
more civil and conſtant. 

And ſecondly, becauſe the Prote- 


) ſtant Religion doth indemnifie ns in 
the Court of Conſctencefor believing 


n matters of Religion according to thte 
DiRates of our private Judgements, 
or rather oblige us to it. Doubtleſs, 
if it be not lawtul for every man to be 
euided by his private judgemear ic 
things of Religion, t'will be hardly 
poſible ro acquit our ſeparation from 


the Romilh Church from the guilt of 
| {chifm. The Genius of the Proteſtant 


Re- 


/ 


F ed the extremity of (ſervitude as to 


42 A Diſcourſe concerning 
Religion doth make it as naturall to 


. us to weigh and conſider any notions, 


though recommended to us by our 
Miniſters,as 'tis to tell money after our 
ſpiritual Fathers , which we ſhall be as 
xeady to do as after our naturall. Nor 
canthe deciſions of Synods and Gene- 
rall Councils terminate our inquiries 
in Religion, or keep ſingle Divine 


from recommending notions - de fide, | 


And therefore as any Judge is con- 
cern'd to be wary how he gives ſen- 
rence in a cauſe, or inforceth the Exe- 
cution of ir, when there lie appeales 
from his to ſeverall other Judicarories; 
ſo doth it likewiſe import Synods or 
Conventions of Divines to be cauti- 
ous in their deciding matters of Faith, 
ſince every ſuch cauſe is to be car- 
ryed from their Bar to the examinati- 
on of more then ten: thouſand Chan- 
cellours, as many being Judges of the 
cauſe as there are rational men. It hath 
been long fince obſery'd by many , 
that Chriſtian Religion hath modera- 


Civil 


— 


—— 
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civil things in the places where it hath 
been receiv'd, And certainly it is 
much more conſonant to that Religt- 
on,and eſpecially that form of it which 
hath aſſerted irs ſpirt 


ſpiritual liberty to others. Nor doth 
it ſeem worthy of Chriſt, who hatt 


left us { Religion full of Myſteries,an 


not any viſible Judge them, ro have” 


defign'd abour thoſe any vifibleExecu- 
tioners. If any man thinks otherwiſe 
let him ſay ſo, I might further ſhew 
how theſe Secs carefle the vulgar, in 
giving the power of the keys ro the 
people in their gather'd Churches ; 
and how likely 'tis that many bufte 
men, and of good natural patts, wtio 


any -go0d Church-preterment” from 
the old or modern Epiſcopall men, 
and ir;zmay be any ſuch Learned men 
as have been repuls'd by them as to 
__ will be gathering Chur- 
ches. 


But this preſent inquiry concerning. 


the 


| dom> 
from the impoſicons of others,to allow 


g 


| have not-Learning o_ to procure 


44 A Diſcourſe concerming ""M 


the intereſt the ſeverall Secs amagg 
us have in the heares of many,needsng 
further proſecution, We find roo 
many places {warming wich them; 
And ſuch is the peculiar "rem per and 
complexion. of mot people of theſe 
perſwaſions , and the melancholy of 
them more fix'd and ſharp then that of 
any other party, thar this concurring 
with Religion (of which I doubt not 
bur very many of them have @ true 
ſenſe) will incline them co perfiſt in 
their preſent practiſes. Of the heighth 
and ſerledneſs af theſe: mens diſcon- 
tents we had experience, in their vo- 


langary remoyal out of the Nation, | | 


carrying their Eſtates with them, ſome 
_ to Hollaxa, and. others to New Eng: 
layud; when the other more ſagacious 
party of non-Conformiſts, fiace call'd 
Presbyterians, choſe to weather out the 
ſtarm art home,and; to ger for them- 
{elves as good terms .as they. cquld. 
THE FOURTH REASON chat 
I ſhall urge to prove how much the 
peaceand {ecyrity of the- Nation will 


oC 


| 
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be advanc'd by the liberty propound- 
ed, way be taken from the inclinati- 
ao! ons of Orders and Degrees of other 
n:| Men among us, and ſuch. as are not 
ad| much engaged in theſe parties ; who , 
le | account it their intereſt to be tree from 
of | any religious impolicions of the Cler- 
of | 8y, and to have the power of Biſhops 
{o moderated,as that they may nor be 
2c | able to make any ſuffer for not being 
ie | of cheir opinions in leſſer marters of 
n | Religion. And here I ſhall obſerve, 
h | firſt, how the Jadges of the Land and 
. | the Lawyersgenerally have been rea- 
dy to curb the exceſs of power tn any 


\ | Biſhops. The Biſhops judging of Ec- 
» | clefiaſtical cauſes according tothe Ca- 
. | 'non Law, (a Law of which Albericas—_ *. 


; | Gentilis,that renowa'd Civilian, ſaith in 
the 19th.chap.of his ſecond Book De 

\ | Nuptis,Sed hoc jus brutumque & barb: 

| rum ſaxeeſt, natum in tencbris ſeculorym\ 
ſpiſifims, produttum 7 monacho teus- 
brione, Fc.) was an occafion of our 
Lawyers contraſts with them. And 
what may well create ſuſpicions, _ 
the 


46 A Diſcourſe concerning 
the Biſhops keeping-of Courts as they © 


did was not accord'ng to Law, may he} 


had from thoſe words of the Arch-Bi- 
ſhop of Carterbary,in his Epiſtle De- 
dicatory to the King betore his Speech 
in the Star-chamber, 
1 do humbly in the Churches name dt- 
fire of Your Majeſty, that it may be rt- 
ſolv'd by all the Reverend Fudges of | 
England, and then Publiſh d by Your 
{ Majeſty, that our keeping Courts and I|- 
ſuing Proceſſe in our own Names, and the 
like Exceptions formerly taken, and now 
renew'd, are not againſt the- Law of the 
Realm, my | 
And how ready the Lawyers have | 
been to check the ſeverity of Eccleſia: 
ſical Courts, their innumerable pro+ 
hibitions ſhew, In the dayes of Pope- 
ry the Prelares could awe the Judges 
with Excommunication, for ſuch 
Cf crimes as the Church call'd (0. But 
how little of terrour the application of 
that cenſure hath had fince, appears 
from the frequent denouncing of it a- 


Saiaſt the ſame man, And therefore 
chat 


m_ 


ET 
thit Leatned Lawyyr” Judge Fenkinz', © 
in the ſecondpUre: of his Works; Gith, 


_ tha&for oppoſing the exceſſes of one 


of the-Biſhops, he lay under chree Ex- 
con ttiunications, -'- -. 

27 Secondly, the! Gubſtancial/ body of 
theGearry heretofore was”; /and-is Mill 


likely/to - be 'fpr::che- moderating the 
exc 'vf Epiſtopal !power;and for 


the bppofing its extrayagance,o! | '- | 
-/The! oarh :exuffcio , atid commy- 


| ting for penance , and other: ſuch. kind - 


of Qbiges,cannodbur beth tr01- 
bleWme co them" Bur! rhari which? 
(bit[hvere chiefly: cake notice of,s{how- 
+ = ppoyer arr of! He of: 
is grows more tive in/ 
neatters of- Relidion within thele hte 
yoares then formerly. 4 907 950? ON 
"Where \zhis/'in {brios temper” is. 
nd; no.opinion ſo. boaid bat-aby- be 
unigecſally: betiey'd; [Thus 'the. Turks 
miySe atuceſtoabink thavrhere//is- 
©Dovil-in- che jayLe-of Grapes, dnf= 7 
the Pppiſts char-ehore may be a God: 


. thin. Bur wheipmean are neither by 


-101 D Re- 


gf ADiſeourſe dgncorning 
Religion -of temper. .rtſtraind from 
arching: into the... cauſes of things, 
they will not.in civility. to other-mens 
underſtandings. belitys propoſttions to 
be true or falſe, And that which makes | 
me. (beſide; my own.abſervation) to 
toncluderhar many of. the Gentoy.of 
late avegrozva more: inguificive in; Re: 
ligious: chiogs thea. Sormerly, and are 
likely ſo $6, continue;: is, becauſe, ghey 
are.more then hetffgofore inquifrive 
mciviithings.- - no; " 


As _whea. the paliſh nes 


Philolbgie.had obtaig'd a conqueſt 6+ 
ver the iofighificaet: Learning, £f the 
Sch -N0mman; was; t 
worthyithe name of a 
who' underſtood-thei Greek Toaguey 
ſo fince rhe late idtroduRion ob-reall 
Learning: ioc91he' World by Galilare, 
Tyeho. Brahegtnly Lond. B econ, Galfewdaes 
& Dri Caves, metirher' che knowledg of 
cpa or nice Speculations,wil 
- yield any mh the-Reputation of betg. 
Leain'd: thac 'is - aldogether rude 48: 
Macheataticksz .whiah as thity. ers: | 


for- 


Scholar | bur. be | 
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formetly counted; che Black Art, and 
. their Proteſfors, fuch 'as Aager Racen, 
Canjarers.ſa may poffibly SchookDi- 
MW School-Divines . hereafter 


Having chus aſſerted -rhe, - preſent 
ſearching diſpolition of a great pare of = 
qur ingeniaus Gentry,-it may well be 
henceiaterr'd char liberty of conſkience 
may be of high uſe co them, - 3nd-thar 
it aoy. Eccleſiaſticall perſons determine . 
any -ching contrary 49 their .reaſons, 


they wall nox believe chem, or;it + 


think therefore by the way, itwas ve- 
ry policickly done of, the Conkſtory of 
ardinalls co impriſan-Gelilamd for ab- 
f:ming the motion the Earpby fince 
that notion of bis might fill che world 
wich ſeveral gew debates and inquizies, 
andſ9 Ignorance tbe; mother of; 42evo- 

Liog be: deſtroy 'd« Ofc 199 2 
T9 prevenc which, eftefuall. care is 
taken by the Feſuites, as appeares by 
wenaſtrucions gives them in the Di- 
refidry of their WAITS 
| : &-t7- 


4. 


.. 


gainſt cheir ſafety; nog obey them... 1 <_ _ 


-— 


Fo A Diſcunſe concerning 
exereit. ſpirit. Tgnarii- Loyolz, you's 2, 
p- 172. Where there are, Regul 
tenende ut cum Orthodoxs Eccleſia ſen- 
tiamws; And the firſt Rule is, Us ſub- 
_ Fs omni judicio, Lemeamus ſem- 
romprum paratumque auiniunm ad 
endume Catholics &f HierarchiceEc- 

cf #4; '1t followes 'p. 176. Reg. 13. 
Us Ecclefie conformes fimms, ſi f quid quod 
octtis noſtr appareat albam nigrum ill 
definiodit, debemus itidem quod nittum 
ſt pronuntiare.This is in the Edition of 


that Book at Tholow, Anno 1593. \and 


confirm'd by the Bull of Pope Pad 
che chird. - 
Incfhort, -he- thie hath bad bur any 


convet{Htion' wirh/ that ingenious part | 


of 'the"Geticry? wh6- have conicern'd 
theniſelyes 'in the" conſideration"'of 
 Chuirch-Goverfiment ; cannor bur 
rake-ndcice of theſ#two aſſertions'be- 
ing in yogue among themz which whe- 
cher” trub or no*tis not here perrigent 

todetertnine. +  YR22! 
The firſt, that 'ris/ [poſſible ſor" Mo- 
_ ro ſubfit here withoat that" 
high 


ms "Ck. x fad 
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| high/power our Biſhops formerly . þad,_ /_ 
and-ſo that- Maxim, No Biſhop no King; 
bath: been disbelieved, This. Maxim 
ſeems to them true concetning.-Twrky, 
No Mufti no Grand Signior, becauſe the 
| | Mefticanwith the: Screen of, Religion 
as he pleaſes hide the uglineſs of thoſe 
| aGions/ the. Grandeur. of the Turkiſh 
| Empire is ſupported by. But ous Kings 
gow according. to Law, and-ſo-the 
ngin.of Superſtition is not here of uſe 
for - the. amuſing -pecple.inco{lavery; 
I confeſs, any party of men that wil not 
own-the Kings Supremacy in-Ecclefia» 
(tical cauſes as well-as Civil; 4s not fit 
\ tobe atlow'd as the Srate- Religion... - 
-| -- But that Supremacy of tMEKmgs. in 
EctleGaſtical matcers and in--Civil, -is 
acknowledged by the Divines thar are 
tor the Lord-Primates form-of Epiſco- 
| Pacy»\a5 muchas by any other. 
\\nA:ſecond aſſertion. very. much -re- 
ceivid-among them;js, that go particu» 
lar form of Church- Government is of 
Divine right«+. Of - this opinion 'my 
Lord Bacop (hews-himſelt:to be- ex- 
46 D 3 prefly 


52 A Diſconſe contermag 
prefly inhis Confiderations touching 
che Ediftearion and Pacification of rhe 
Chareti of Bngland: and ſoy. Lord 


Hes, where ſpeaking of Biſhops, he 
eende ge > believe them to be june 
Arvinv, nay 1 believe them to be not 
jwe livin, bar wither do I believe 
theta 'co be vw wrie boweane, So that it 
* to wotider thar antng our odi 
enquirers after knowledp This aoriou 

| believed; which was fo by thoſe” rwo 
 incomparably Learned perſons. And 
it thay ſeem much more to grarifie the 
power of Princes, then tbe Mawim, 


Lo mention how 6 
yhe Jeſnirs, ſent wh 
proving thut Biſhops ave Jave Pamificie, 
| and net fare divine ; 'and{{avd that the 
power of wrisdiction was giorn whally 
10 the Biſhop of Rome, und thut wowe is 
the Churth hath why' ark of 3 rr but from 
him. "Tis there ſail how the Legars 


Were of wpinion w- "hy urfbren mo we 


- — — 


Biſhop mo Kong camo. The Aarhor of | 
the Hiſtory of the Conncilof Trent 
ez, Geworull 
in 


Faland, in one of his printed TE 


——. 
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at micht be 


| tho Tu Import 
 inferre that Ten ng were bas, 
WA onchy, that the *Cauncil 
| thi Pope,cnd the Biſhops 5"aquall to roma 
rel ap. that the Digniey of Cardinals 
fo was quitetaken 4 
, andthe "b-oueht 00 nothing "Þ 
r the Previrntions and port eneesGs 
ws ren '4, ant#tht ColUenaf: Renee 
bo awn to the'giſbops. | + 
Thus we ſee Sous apt men are 20 
make uſe of Divine Righe,as firs, and. 
to count it a good ſervant, bur.a bad 
_ | Maſter. Nor are ſome wirchoat their 
teares, that jf Biſhops were here pubs 
lickly own' as by Divine Rigtz, thar 
the ing yould quickly loſe tus Power 
of nommarine them, and ſubjefts che 
wr tof Appeals from their”: Courts 
King in' Chancery, I _ þ 
gr a Todedes Fpifſcopac A» 
ner eputed of Charch- a "i 
Ha ti b beſt : But the believers of 
|. theDivine Right of ic are oflate/years | 
D4 grown 


apr fam = 
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grown vety fe. Fortbeskirmiſhes.in 
the: Prefſe:-and.. Pulpit. concerning, 4c, 


ties, bave occaſion'd cwo, popular. .rea-, 
ſonsto:be brought againſt it 3. which 
determine; * { - $93» SET 
\The farſt-is.this, That 1s not likely.ta 
be of Divige politixe.Righc: (which'is, 
the. Right -hete . means), about which 
Chriſtiaps- equally.:.conſiderable for. 
trength of parts, beth naturall. and 
acquired,,and for'time, ſpent in, that 
pare of:Controverkiall, Divinity .chat 
concerns:-\, CharchDiſcipline.,, _ and 
withall for holineſſe\in-their: lives, do 
atlaſt diſagree. - 7/1; | 4 
:\ The! -ſecond Reaſon, drawa from: 
the--cager Diſputes, of Church-mea 


this.3. /Notbiog really... oppreffive., of 
Civil Sacit gin: >, of 5 
welfare;is-of DivineRight:but ſo:theſe 
forms of ;Church-Goyernment have 
been--by che oppgkite Þivines of each 
Per{waſton accuſed ca be, and likewiſe 


berween the Diviges of, ſeverall. pat: 


how valid .they; are,is not my taSk/to. 


about their ſeverall Divine Rights +5 


, 


by other perions7” KY 4 
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Ir. bath been, furthgr obſery'd by. 
- "thak though” (everall, things 
were once confirm'd in_the Church, 
by an Apoſtglicall, Precept, or Pra-. 
&iſe , they arg. ike Lawes aboliſh'd: 
by deſerude, and do not now oblige 


a \ o ls 0 4 bo , WS *4 Sv k. 
the. rift, world, cording. to, 
the Vogne ot ail. our OR a 


_ | asnamely the;Diaconifſe, the An int-. 
; ing. the fick wich Oyle, the "Peoples, 
ſaying Amen . aftep-,the _ Minifters, 
Prayers,and Preaching with, the head, 
uncover d, &c. 
:; To conclude the Examination then 
of. this particular ;. a* conſiderable. 
number of the Laity, whoſe Fortunes, 
and Parts do keep them, from; ſtand-, 
ing up and drawing their ſwords to 
- maintain Other mens Creeds in eve- 
ry, circumſtance of them, / having by 
* the. conteſts of the Clergy fqund. one 
(3sthey think) the Vanity of, all thei 
pretendings. to Divine Right, will 
not encourage immoderate. and high. 
behaviours in any one party of them , 
bur upon this their imagine. detedti., 
bows? ; On 


56 --4 Diſearſe concerning 


on 2dhiere co tifit formiof Church | 


Government that ſhall ſeem i to them 
moſt confiftent with ;the Nations 
good ;'juſt as the Roman te Cary 
were ſomerimes choſen'in the 
Foulgats (as Taciew (aith) 1 pes 
_ Principem alibi quan Ko £ "fi 


tiry! it-is naturall þ Parties: 


rhents to, check any Fore ghar i ins. | 


vades a due; Liberty of 'C 
wan Feng wanting G as well Ns cho 
whom they repreſenr- —_ 

"Nor can any body of ine6 be well 
without jt.” as we ſee in os lare 
| y. of Divines,, 
which joyn'd ' agaioft the Indepet? 
dents did want Liberty ,of Conſci- 
ence about no; mean points in Re#: 
oion3 ſorne'of thoſe Presbyteriay 
Divines (as they wete GalYd) being 
of. Calviss, and hes f Biſhop D4- 
_ Venans; opinions, concerning Ele&ion 
and Reprobarion. 

+ * And , marevyer, the "Parliament 
char calf'd char Synod was in mat- 
ters 


| 


«rx 05 << A E o- 
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| the Vicar: of Chriſt! in Spiri 


fer d deach- for 


- Zakerty of Conſciente. 54 
cers of Relipion much: mote divi- 


ded. 

Bur I ſhall- chaſe to/J60k Further 
back on the narure of oar: Parliaments 
in reference to Religion. Tt cannot be 
d rhat while Popety was pre> 
yelent in Zuglard, math LEP | 
of © Confcieace (hould\ be granted 
the” Pope being. "then repel 


things, was nevefſarily eo be her 
therein. © 

And yet notwithſtanding the- Ab 
thoriry he 'had here, no man fut- 
oppoling his Dictaees 
in Religion; cill the (6cond'of Hewy 
he fourth) Nor are there wam- 
ing Lawyers , and thoſe both Lear- 
ned 'im their Profeſlron, and in this 
cale uniatereſled , who deny char 
this 'Scatace was over more Tthith 
vprevcnded one, and ſay that it 'wits 
never. aſſenred to by the Com 
and that whereas in the "At ef 
itis aid, ' Prelati of cdlerms ſupre- 
ah 66/78 Cormmmmnitet rs HEH reg- 


71 
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ni, ſupphicarant ,;; that thoſe words, | 


Commnnitates dirt regni , are not in 
the Parliament-Roll;, in which when 
the. Law:comes-to be Enadted it runs 
in/ this form .of words, -: 2u# quidem 

Dominus Rex ex aſſenſu magnatum, 
{ & aliorum. procerum. ejuſdem. Regni, 
conceſtit &' ſtatuit', &c:- where the 
| Commons,...are -not 'at -all-;named, 
See: Mr. 34eſb4w. of the Temple his 
Reading on, the Statute of -25. Ed: 
ward the INI, call'd, Statutum pro clers, 
P32» 

+ Pue that 4 fao this Statute 
' Went .currant «for Law, the cruell et- 
 feRs of jr:did roo clearly ſhew. Yet 
/ as: high as the--Popiſh Clergy then 
: was, with whom that uſurping King 
cqmplyed, the Commons - peritiond 
the, King; co-caxe , away their Tem: 
Poral Poſleſſions, and that the Starute 
made againſtZo/ards in the ſecond.yerr 
ofthe King mMighr -be-repeal'd.. And 
Þy the ; camplainc of the' Commons, 
+ AS. appeares, by the Statnce+*of 25- 
' Hemryche VILL ic was chen-in part” te 
; peal'd, At 


w 
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Afterward 'in a Patliament: -hefd 
Ficeſimo ofFave of 'the Queen 'thie 
Commons quarrell'd-with' che* "Ex-- - 
ceflive Power of the Clergy; -de- 
firing to have it reſtrain'd ' both (in 
the "confetring of Ofders ,- and®0in 
their Cenſures - and- Oarh __ 
'7 REES je 
, "Tis true, the Foundation of whe 
high Commiſſion is built upowithe 
Stacute of the firſt of-Qgeen- Bliz4s 
beth; bur'*the - deſig: of thar”whs 


| chiefly to deſtroy/'the>:intereſt '6f 


the Popiſh Clergy then” not exters 
minated.”'In the Reitas- of: mn 
ing Princes; a party” = the 
Name df Puritan had digi 

Vogue iti Parliament, inforauch -thiae- 
that party,and another tall'd''trhe-Pas 
riots (a fort of men who were: Zeal 
lots' for "the welfare-of'-trhe Nation; 
though not for any Religion) being: 
freq uenitly-in conjunction; . were the 
oyet-ballineing party- m- the” Houſe 


of 'Commoris. "_ in the-laſt Pars ** 


| lamenc on the fifreenth"'of Debem- 


ber, 


| 60 < Difcamr/Ocoucerug ; 
" ther, 164%. It:was reſaly'd, -vraine 
GOwtr adicenc +:i/;T bat the Clergy & 
' * Ftgland. Convented in any Coty 
j vacacion or Syage, or otheriylie, hayg 

90 power 40 mike any: ,/Conflich 

gjons;; Cananscpt. Acts: whacloever, 

inmarcer of. Doctrine , -oroctierwile, 

to bind the Clergy or Layety gf 

this 1 Land, withour - the +Commons 
- copſenc-/.in!;Parkament 4; :;a0d that 
the:\ feverall. Conſtirntions : and . Cay 
abas  Ecclefiaſicall , created; v 
by the. ArchrBilbops of :, Canter 
and::Fork a -4he reſt af: the! Bj> 
ſhaps.and: Clargic! of - thpſe Proviny 
es, 4nd--agaged upon: by -ehe; Kings 
Majdfties :Lidences ' a their i leverall 
Syaods ; begimi at Londen -and- Tork, 
Laidty of 4His Land, .or--Ficher 6 
the. Which Vote of that Houle 
may;:{ſeemrto- he grounded On - thus 
qotfideracion;- that a Legillariye pow- 
es inſeparable, from che:;;King -and 
Pajamenty and 'thac if 2 Parhament 
would tranfinit a 
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62 "24 Diſcourſe concerning 
| largeneſle of Trade in any Con 


-»; polouſneſſe of ir; 79.) 3345: T1321 
5 '6 *Tis 'ohelyin - populbus Coup 
that the ' wages of work-men 
cheap, y 2 greater ſtore 7 
MatufaQuies is prepared "for Expor: 
ation, 1h Populous Countries_ 
they fell nComiodicies deir, 
buy! foreign cheap.” "Tis There 
Tang 1s worth "ewlce' as. miby 
6s purchd(6a5elſewhere; And'in 
A Gonnttils IEICE —_ 
Fate cafryed'on; ith 
employohetafelveFin? the can : 
ypvn"the ſhore rea ſoritibly well; 
which: it populous Cpittkries enough 
will Sid, fe to dit" _ 
Se being "Jail "WY F) a 
Fee Mis that the wealcti of any N# 
tidy depends oft its popaſonſaciſe,? 
tmiy' confidently affirm thit the po- 
 phlonſnefſe'of SOounctiyt doth mud 
UTepend pon the Liberty's? Conſe 
etice tharls rfbre granced? 54s 11-1 
I *"The Kinzdbm of Spahj/ may ar 


VIE s "moſt certainly foundedin the, 0- 
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Liberty of Conſcience. 63 

ſerye for this to be Exemplified in, 
where there ate not men -enough to 
Manuf2Rure their own Wooll, and 
where there is more black mony, Brafs 
or'Copper Coin uſed then in other 
Nacions, notwithſtanding all the Sil- 
ver that comes thither from the Weſt- 
Indies, It was the rigour of the In- 


quiſition that brought that Monarch _”7 


who would have been an uniyerſall ,- 
one,to ſend Ambaſſadours to his high 
and mighty {ubjeRs- 

But we need not look out of our 
own Countrey for inſtances gf Trades 


* ſuffering rogerther -with - Freedom of 


Codofcience :: For by reaſon .of the 
former ſeverity exerciſed on thoſe 
thas-would nor-conform to the Cere- 


monies.impoſed, many. thouſapds ' of 
people bred up in Th rf and 
Traffick left the Kingdom, going, 
ſome of them to. America, and others 
ern _ our CRONETY: yr 

id compenſate.to;the. Hollanders, for 
ena] Mangfatures which they. di- 
reged us to, when the Rage of Duke 

ne E Alua's 


64 . A Diſcourſe concerning 
Alva's perſecution occaſion'd their 
refidence among us. And what could 
more prejudice the Trade of our, 
Countrey I know not, then the peo-|. 
 pleing other Countries with our Ar- 

tificers, and the teaching them our 

Arts and ManufaQures. And it is 

confiderable chat the ſort of Trading 

men on whom the ſhock of perſecu- 
tion did ſeem to light moſt heavily; 

was that of thoſe whoſe Trades did 

lie chiefly in advancing our ſtaple- 

Commodity of Wooll , and prepa- 

ring our Old and New Draperies for 

Exportation : ro which Trades the 

ordinary "ſort of Parican Non-Con- 

formiſts were mi inclined then to 
hing and digging , becauſeiin 
theſe Ted of SY as namely* 

Weaving, Spinning, Dre &c. 

Their Children might NN 

to them 45 they were'at work, and 

they might think or ſpeak of Religi-' 
ons things,” or ſing Planes, and yer 
parſue, their . Trades, Befides, theſe 

Trades were more faitable ro. on 

ON: 


—_— —_— a 44 4 


a * £A kk as .,c 1 £4 as Aa fed. om wam.co D224 aw 


Liberty of Confelence. 6&5 
Conſtitutions, which were'generally 
not ſo Robuſt as of others; and to 

the melancbaly of their cempers. 
Now theſe men being frequently 
diftarb'd by Apparitors, and ſum- 
mog'd to Ecclefiaſticall Courts far 
watking on Holy-Days perhaps,” or 
going on. 2 Sunday to ſome. Neigh-+ 
bouring Pariſh . when they had no 
| Sermon in their own, or for ſome ſuch 
cauſes, were {q hiader'd inthe courſe 
of their Trages,that they were: neceſ» 
lirated ta remove out of che King- 
dam, They could not expeR that 
Merchants or other Trading - perſons 
would imploy them and: take cheir 
work, nnlefſe they.,.could bring. ic in 
atfuch a ſet time that it might beas 
occalinn required Exported, and fenr 
tg Faires and Markets abroad» at pun» 
Quall times likewiſe z which: Mer- 
chants; are concernd in taking care 
bk Jeſt their Commodities be  uader- 
Now theſe Puritan Traders were 
hot in a capacity to diſpatch the feng- 
E 2 £ ing 
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ing in of their ManufaRures to others 
at the time agreed on, by reaſon of 
their frequent Cications to, and De- 
lays ar,the Biſhops Courts. 

And fince other Nations have 
now the way of making Cloath, as 
namely France, Holland and Flanders, 
if we do not (ell it cheaper then they, 
we ſhall hardly have any abroad fold 
ar all, | 

To conclude the Examination of 
chis parrieular affairez not any. that 
hatch ſearch'd at all into the nature 
of the Trade of this Nation, but' be- 
lieves that the beſt way to advance it 
- would: be* ro call in and invire any 
Proteſtant ſtrangers -to come and live 
- among us; 2nd to encourage Ar- 
tiſts of all Nations to come and plant 
themſelves here : which cannot be 
done without the giving them a due 
Liberty of: Conſcience, and if- it be 
our intereſt to encourage ſtrangers, 
and give them this Liberry , this 
dealing may much more be expected 
by our own natives, ' | K 
| ut 
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Liberty of Conſcience. 
But, 'tis needleſſe co infiſt longer 
ingiving plain reaſons for a plain pro-. 
poſition. 

I ſhall onely therefore , before I 
now draw this diſcourſe about the 
due Liberty of Cogſcience.chat is fir 
to be.practiſed in/this' Nation-.coward. 
anend, -ſhew that thereby the Reve- 
rend Fathers of ' the. Churche, the 
Biſhops, will nd.. their inter | ad-- 
vanc'd. in particular, as. well as the- in-, 
tereſt of the Nation in genexall.. 

If any man ſhall ſay that the Go- 
verament , ok, #he. Church. by Buboys: 

is the. moſt. pure. and Apoſtolicall, 1 
am. firmly. of his opinion; yet as No 
Biſhop, yo King 1s now no uncontra- 
died Maxim, ſ0.is it lefle..unque- 
Rion'd,thar no force in marcers of Re- 
gion, no Biſhop. Bur notwithſtand- 
ing.the ſeverity. chat hath been exer- 
ciled on. mens.Conſciences.by former 
Drolats, ſluch.is rhe prudence of ſome 

otcheprefent Fathers 'of the Church, 
that chey will I believe ſee ir ro be. as 
Huch. their intereſt to. give Liberty 
| E 3 of 
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63' A Diſcowſe concerning 
of Conſcience, as it can be the inte- 
xeſt of any men to receive it. And 
indeed if this were butin a fait mans, 
ner diſtributed among che ſeverall 
Seas I have ſpoken of , they would 
no more endeavour- the deſtraction 
of the Epiſcopall Clergy , cheh-rhe 
Fews ar Kone rolerated do defignt the 
ruine of the Pope. Nay further, cheſe 
Secs having liberty under their. Go- 
vernment would ſerve them as-4 
ballance ' againſt populir 'enyyi/* T 
have ofreir with'd that om Nobility 
would diſpoſe the Edvtarivn'of Tore 
of their Sonhes iti-ofder ro Eeclefizs 
Hicall preferments, and thar 4 ' great 
deal of etivy mighe be diverted by. te 
ſame -perfons , being Lords Spirity- 
all and Temporal]. - But * carigot' be 
expected that perſons nobly de (6d 
ed ſhould be engaged in Holy Otdets; 
cill chey conld ſee the way'of Admi- 
niſtring 'thibgs in the Churth co/beas 
much 18 che aFeHions of the people 
here, 'or above danger from: their 
hatred;is in-other Conrties it is, whe - 

| tne 


Liberty of Conſcience. 69 
the Nobleſs are many of them 
Church-men; Now then the Reve- 
rend Fathers the Biſhops, may com- 
paſſe the AﬀeRions of the people by 
Liberty of Conſcience, and fecuricy 
from the danger of their hatred by anf ®#” 
Inquificion ; but(as I ſaid before) char $8 
cannor it ſelf be compaſt here. 

Indeed our Ecclefiaſticall Rulers 
bave reaſon to fteer us cautiouſly , 
fince they ficar Helm in ſach a ſhip 
as hath thrown very many Pilots 
over-board, And ir may well become 
thoſe Worthy Divines that have been 
of late releaſt through Gods good 
Providence from the extremity of 
their ſufferings, to be of moſt calm, 
quiet and ſedare fſpirirs, juſt as: perſons\ 
taken from the rack do preſently fall 
alleep. 

The great alteration in the body of 
the people fince theſe laſt twenty 
years, requires -chat our old ends of 
promoting the welfare of the ChurM 
of Enzland, ſhould be attain'd. by che 
conduct of new means. . 
E 4 For 
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70 A Diſcourſe concerning 
ſertors of all the Ceremonies of the 
Church ate lodged in graves, many of 
the zealous Lovers of them are now 
_.in Heaven, where Calviniſts and Epil- 


 *—copal men agree; andthe preſenrM#& 


jor part of this Land conſiſts of thoſe, 
ro whom the introducing the old 
Church- Government will ſeem” an 
-Annovation, 
I grant the inconveniences whic 
we \{uffer'd for want. of Church-Go- 
vernment in generall have been many, 
and thoſe which we ſhould haye ſuf- 
fer'd from a Scotch Presbytery would 
have been more, Bur yer it muſt like- 


wiſe be granted, that che undiſtinguiſh- 


ing vulgar will be but too ready to en- 
deavour the removall of any Church 
Government which doth ar preſent in- 
convenience them, without confide- 
ring that the miſeries they formerly 
felt will thereby recur upon them; 
juſt as a horſe will ſtrive to fling any 
Rider that Coth at preſent gall and 
ſpur him coo much, without conſide- 
| | ring 


For the greateſt part of the old Af 


Liberty of Conſcience. 71 
ring that the next Rider may poſhbly 
gall him worſe z or as'a man would 
try to repell the hand of one who held 
a burning coal to his fleſh, though he 
ſhould tell him that if char coal were 
remoyed he. would apply a hotter, 
They therefore that would endeare 
any form of .Church- Government to 
the Majority of the people, are con- 
cern'd to make it largely diffuſive of 
advantage to them, 

'Tis very apparent bow many par- 
ties among us have been ruind by nar- 
rowing their intereſt, and; nor, making 
it nationall. And God grant thar at- 
ter all our enquiries about Chaurch- 
Diſcipline, the Gentry of Ezgland be 
not by any diviſions the preſent Cler- 
oy may cauſe , tempted to cry up the 
Divine Right of Eraſtianiſme, and ſay 
No Eraſtian no King ; which opinion 
doth as much exceed the Epiſcopal itt 
giving power to the King,as the Epiſ- 
copal doth the Presbyterian, or that 
the Independeart perſwafton, 

[tis therefore the true intereſt. of 
| the 
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the Clergy here ſo to temper the Go-| i 
vernmenr of the Church, thar it may | Þ 
be accommodared to the content and 
fatisfation of the Gentry or other 
Lay-perſons, and of irs own Mem- 
bers. And 'tis very irrationall to 
think that any Church-Goverament 


in a Proreſtant Countrey can be fo, | £0 


which doth reſtrain a large and almoſt 
abſolute power to the hands of a few: 
Nor is it more prudent for France to 
own no diſtintion between” a Gentry | 
and a Nobility, bur ro allow equal prr |! 
' viledges ro ſuch as we redace to ro |! 
Orders here, rhar ic may” effeRually 
carb the inſolence of- the Peaſants, 
then for*the ' whole Clergy here to 
grow into one body ot form of Go- 
verntmenr,and all the parts thereof to 
be influenced with a convenient pow- 
er, that ſo it tay be in no danger from 
the Enemies of a Miniſtry m genetall. 
Nor was there ever any thing pro» 
pounded $a means ro make the Clet- 
gy of England yery confiderable, that 
can be thogght comparable " the 

orm 
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Liberty of Conſciente, 73 
form of Epiſcopacy deſcribed by the 
Biſhop ob Armagh. And therefore 
| do not wonder thar its pablickly 
own'd by che Divines formerly call'd 
Presbyrerian (who now deſerve a 
hame leſs odions, and robe call'd the 
Divines that are for moderace Epif- 
copacy,as I ſaid before) but rather char 
is not as generally contended for by 
all cheir brethren of the Church,ex- 
&pring a few char are aQually inveſt- 
ed with the higheſt Digniries there- 
in, Now ifwe divide the Clergy here 


theſe grear Dignicies,or is likely in a 
time to attain to chem. Bur thac which 
the Biſhop of Arm-42hs model of Epif- 
copacy offers to more then three parts 
of fonr, is an Acceſſion of power , or 
ao6ining of that Authority in Ecde- 
faſticall marters, as namely in Ordi- 
native and Chutch- Cenfares, which 
before they had not. © And” certainly, 
the"erafpins of preſeht power muſt 
needs to any Ingenious men of the 
Gletpy ſeem 'more delighriull then 
| the 


mtolmer Parcs, noe one in three harh /4a? 
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the tedious ExpeRation of diſtane 


preferments, and the ſervile licking 

of any mens ſpitrle, that others here- 
after may-do. ſo with theirs. By the 
practice of this modell the ſpirit of the 


Clergy would be kept from being 


embaſed, and the ordinary ſort of Vis 
cars would -be cured of affeQing ſer- 
vility, lazineſs and ignorance, Is- 
duſtry, Parts, Learning, would - be 
likewiſe thereby encouraged. For the 
power of the Keys being thus given 
to the Biſhop and all the Presbyters in 
any Precin& or Dioces, thoſe- men 

Abat could: offer the beſt reaſons for 
- } things, and .ſhew the greateſt ſtrength 
of parts, would be moſt ſwaying in 
Eccleſiaſtical Conventions. | 

. Nor is it likely that che Gentry 
would be aggrieved .at. the - praQtice 
of this way of Epfſcopacy, ot every 
Church-Cenſure's paffing - through 
a Confiſtory of Divines, For /tis not 
probable that in ſuch an Afembly 
there ſhould be a Combination to 
Execute; any cenſure on any man, 19 


giv 
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Liberty of Conſctence. 75 
pratifie che luſts or privare-piques of 
another, Beſides, there is no ſach 
way that a Divine can uſe to make 
himſelf conſiderable with the Latecy 
25 his being eminent for power in che 
ſphere of his own Profeſſion ; juſt as 
a Mercer that-would by any- ſway in- 
fluence the Company ot Drapers,muſt 
firſt obtain a large intereſt in his own 
Company. 

In ſhort, the Clergy by this fair di- 
ſtribution of Eccleſiaſtical power a- 
mong them will not be in danger of 
ruine by the diſcontents of any of 
its Members, or of any of the Laiery 
while Liberty of Conſcience is ſecu- 
red to them,” and Ceremonies are 
not impoſed; Nor is there any way 
by which the' incoveniences of che 
Presbyrerian Government can again 
invade us, but by the engroſſing” of 
Ecclefiaſticall power in' the hands but 
of few petfons, and by their uling Ri- 
gour and "Violence. 'T know tis ridi- 
culous to' imagin that a Presbyterian 
Government can under chat _ 

| n 


-96 A Difcourſe concer#ing 
find many to own it aow in this King- 
dom, -» 8 
Yetare the Non- Confarmiſts like- 
ly Rill co-iacrea(e, as from Edward the| V! 
Fuchs time. £0 this they, haye grady-: 
ally done, - And ſome that are weary |Þ 
of our former Presbytery, may yet 
he willing 20 return t9 ity it they fag 
Epiſcopacy Afligtive to them though | 
thereby they onely ſhift their pain; |! 
For notbing ſo much ; as Perſecution 
makes men ſer up, Altare contre altare; 
every man{booſing rather to, he a.$a4 
# Crificer on his own Altar, ghen a Sactis 
fice upon anothers. If apy Eccleſia 
ſtical perſans therefore ſhall. defign tg 
gratifie the Peace and. Welfare of the | ! 
Nation without the allowance. of a 
due Liberty. of Conſcience', I ſhall 
thiak their onely. aime} hereby is to 
confirm the. truth of their Dodriog 
and Diſcipline, by 2 miracle, I cannot 
but-jadge; thera too {ag3cigns, £0 be» 
lieve that they'can conyince mens uns 
derſtandings of the truth of any Aſſer- 
tions -by. Torturing.  theix vo0en 
| of 
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| Liberty of Conſcience. . 77 
For men by the rage of pafſion ro con- 
duct knowledg into the World, 1s as 
unlikely as the lighting of a candle 
with Gun-powder. How ridiculons 


[is it to think chat Truth got any thing 


by. the writings that pa(ls'd between 
Ioeher 2nd Henry the eight * There are 
feverall erroneons opinions, thar if we 
wiſh the world well rd of, we ſhall 
find to die away of their own accord, 
it we do not exaſperate the maur- 
tainers of them z jaſt asnature makes 
vs amends for the ugline(s of Mon- 
ers in their being ſhort-lived, Yer 
even in the caſe of naturall unhand- 
fomeneſle, I have ſeen rhe- vulgar va- 
ry from their common Rule ot judg+ 
ng-ict, when a deform'd MalefaQor 
bach been going to Execution. Nor 
do:the words. of Chearers that die of 
Gibbers want belief among; the; Rab- 
ble. . And if the common people are 
awaies ſo ready to believe whatis af- 
im'd by infamous perſons, becauſe 
they are dying, we may well, ppoſe 
they will give credit ny” af 
uc 


"7ſ$ ."# Diſcourſe concerning 
ſuch as liv'd demurely when they-art 
to die, becauſe ſuch and - ſuch thing 


were afirm'd by them. I believe-that 


, hardly more Prieſts have been cur off 
\ by .the Law then Papiſts chereby 
made. That Faith harh 'been given 
£o the Afertors of Poupiſh opinions, 
becauſe they have been dying,which 
they could: juſt have drawn from :me 
by raifing the dead. Noris it a thing 
dnobſery'd by any lookers into Aanti- 
quity, that 'the Chriſtian - Religion 
/Aarh ſtill got ground m the World; 
=P by perlecuting but 4) perlecu- 
re 
. Bur chat which 1 carinot without 
borro obſerve, 15,that the not alloy- 
a due'Liberty of Conſcience, hath 
i ead. of / advancing ! the' cauſe” of 
[Truth, propagated. "Acheiſm- in chis 
Nation. This doh but: too clearly 
from: rhac Irreligion many. of 
. our Gentry have been infeQed- with 
by che Reverend - Divines of the 
Church of 'Z»g/and not» having had 
570 Worſhip God in publick 
according 
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Liberty of Conſcience. 79 
acearding » their Conſciences. For 
Guerall perſons of the Gentry nor 
being able to bear a Licurgy, (a way of 
Prayer which every Church in the 
Chriſtian World but ours then had} 
and Sexmons from fuch Divines as 
were noe: Puritans, choſe rather not 
tw go: to Churchar all RR —_ 

efent ac the Worhip t iſpuft- 
edgand nq marvel that thus m—_— 
ing, Gods publick fervice, they ar laſt 
grew uncohcernd in any Religion. 
The like rempcations ro Arherfm 
would be incident to many that are 
not afthe Gentry, if Liberty as has 
been propounded,thould not be given 
ts the Non-conformilt Divines, For 
though feverall of this fort of men 
would exerciſe their Devetion in 
private meetings, and fome would 
joyn with fuch publick Worſhip as 


waitobe had, yet many would hear 
noSermansar all, as poſſibly not like- 
ing that which looks like a Conven- 
ticte,and more diſliking the way of 
praying and A by very 


many 
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many. Divines that adberecto ;xhe 1foe- 
mer Epiſcdpacy. ' Now Tere” piry 
that this diſeaſe of Speculative 'Irveh« 
gion (hould-infet che Commonalty/ 
as well as others,” and that by the \pet- 
ſecution-ofi Miniſters; who«.diffeted 


were naile; thoſe: Carivns|that; mjght 
be employ'd in barteriigxhe Atheilm) 
- the . Age,: becaule ithey:are': wigs 
all ' of the: (ame length :agd-- — 
Which Atheiſm: I: re hach-occ 
| nally been nota lircte;jadyanced byche 


diſagreements 'of ' Miniſters about: abe 

Divine Right: of ſeveral forms: of 
| Church- Government: - For things-to' 
| be believed and done/in-onder” to: fab: 

yation, can have no.mote: then /a iv 

vine Right, and their opinionvof Niſ# 

cipline have: claim'd ſa:muchs and'by; 
this means they have:mdde'ſome foos: 
liſh men apr co think rhar the. /Trum# 
per of Religion giveth ar- uncertain! 

ound, and that nothing at-all is of 
any Divine Right; I account the. bo 
dy polirick -of the Nation: ta bei dr 
| we 


from-us:in lefler thipgs;;wveſhould asav - 


NPR pra Agr i TT ' > EE * YT ' we. + £ iQ 


well cofncernd inthe upholding Reli- 
gioras the Souls of men; 'the- Majeſty 
wheteof would beſufficiently kept up, 
#the' Teachers of ic did either agree 
ud all :poinrs/about* ir, or-elſe in this 
onerhing,; that the ' diſſenters in leſ- 
fer Controverſies of Religion are 0b- 
lige&:ro atlows mutuall»roleration; 
And indeed when T confider what opi- 
nions men'call one "another; Hereticks 
tor notiagreeing/ in; it ſeems tome the 
ſame-thifg; as if after or rope 6. 
pronotmeed: Yirgiliws 'the : Biſhop of 
Sdbribare' Hererick, tor faying there 
were! Antipodes, tie ſhould have call'd 
the Pope” Heretick- too for ſaying] 
there werenone. Theſe parties thar 
differ ſo in the circumftaniial points of 
Religion are 'equally Antipodes to 
one:another., and alike near. Heaven, 
ad inthe-Revolution of a few honres 
they: fee the fare fun; chough not- rhe 
ſame ftars;  I'mean, they bave the 
ſans: Pundamentall;chough notlefle 
confiderable Trurhs;* The PopiſhRe> 
ligion among all __ Ritualls 
Vion 2 our 


3  Diſcemſe covetrning 
our fore- Fathers uſed; was accounted 


che ſame, ſome Worlhipping God, | ne 


Secundum «ſum Sarum , and others, Se> 


um uſuw Bangor, &c: Why —_ 
ny not the Proteſtant Religion be fo 


eſteem'd: here among our little yary+ 
ings? Though 
few Divines of, all parties here. fot 
want of Prudence 4nd Goodaeſle of 


nature may. endeavour, the. rigorous: 


impoſing of things not neceſlary, that 


is, fuch as we. may be without,,: and , 


which all Proteſtant. Churches::-bac 
ours are without z yet-willthe Laicey 
probably, and I hope a- great pars: of 
the Clergy. of ſevetall perſwafions be 
far from concurring with chem av ;A- 
bettors-of ſuch an odious works 25 may 
produce further miſchiefes to Chatebi 
and State, meerly to gratifie the blind. 
zeal or unpurged cholerofa few. It 
Gods Amba have a miad-to 
quarrell abouc Precedenty - or Cere- 


ding that it. is | neceſſary: to- abletre 
_ OI che people: are 
now 


if 


bly ſome yery 


monies in Religivas' things, pretend- 


no 


x | 
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now grown ſo wiſe as not to think it 
| neceflary for themſelves to'encounter 


© | hazards, to make ſome of theſe Le- 


oars of Heayen ſubmit to che Pun- 


| Rilio'sof otters ; juſt as ſeverall Am- 
| baſſadours from one Prince falling our 


in a ſtrange Countreepabout Ceremo- 
nies in Civil things, which one of 
them being of a loftier humour would 
reduce the reſt to pracice,would hard- 

ly find any of the Natives of the place 


; | concern'd in their debate, whatever 


love they bore to their Maſter. 


— 
*DISCOURSE | 


Pp: REPRESENTING THE 
+|LIBERTY of CONSCIENCE, 


That is PraQtiſed in 


, - +4 d: 


ForrBicn PART Ss, 


LONDON, 


' Printed for Nathaniel Brook, and ate to 
be ſold at his ſhop at the Angel in 
Cornhull, 1661. 


ett 


| OE PE-tict- 
LIBERT Y of RELIGION, 
F -Whichis in uſe amongit | 


PROTEST AICTS 
Pls, fre. ingpir.. has 


WS Libercy che Seazes 
which profels the: Pror 


£ *. diftexent oe whos 
in their Dominions 2 Lats 

Tocþis 1 ſhall tniefly anbver- 48d 
_ Xt - NG __ 97s 
gong along and relating .wÞas, 
ohſorieeia every different Jaye 


"When 1yas if Sondes, 1 METS 
Adminiizarors of oþ% Kinggoi:s ven | 


G ceſtant Religion giveca . 


Y 
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much inclined ro Moderatſon towards 
the Reformed party,-for thay-ſaſered 
them not only to have School-maſters 
of their own to reach their Children, 
bur alſo they permirged them to have 
private meetings in their diſtin Co- 
lonies,whetein they bad:the free pſe, of 
holy Ordinances in their own way 
withour.diſturbance:Andalrbpugh the 
Clergy of the Nation did not willing- 
ly allow his yet whiles the King G- 
ftavws and his Daughter the Uueen 
Chriſtina ruled, their Liberty was nor 
abridged; but when Charles eine to 
the Crown by (the Re 1999 n-: 0 
Chriſtina,the old Chincellous'0 ep[t1- 
ern, in -favour'of 'the Clergy, caute 

the King to take art 'Oarh ar his*Co- 
ronation, whereby he was obliged nor 
only tg reftraie-all publick -{exerciſe 
diff&fene frotn'the Lutheran; "butalfo 
t6 abride-the Reformed Party-ot che 


Liberty which they had- formetly'en- - 
joyed; which hath had ſome operation 
updn their freedoin': but how-far'they 
xeabridged of ir ow, I am uticertain. 


In 


= mw 4. to ror% 


ion.'of 


> A a TF 
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To :Depmwrt. there. is .no- Liberty 
granted, to' any, chac; filers in, jud 8: 
ment{p. faras Bye, een acquainted 
c Stare, on) y.in Holftertx, when 
the. R rants after the Synod of 
fy nor that Liberty which chey 
defired i in Holland,they, planced them: 
ſelves:ia Eiderſh a3 . Friderichs fr 2& 
where they fe others alſo, 0 
ke ig of the exercile, of their 
Mon without... control;; which; is 
cont! pyed unco them, ftill. Maxeoyer, 


y + Gin ff Alena, the High and the 


aj 


and 'the. French Refor? 
urches haye, the Liberty of 
meetings in their . profeſſion: 
who dwelling in Hamburg," and, not 
obtaining that Liberry within the Ci- 


| oo ve -procured- it within a- little 
0 


elith mile- from the Gates there- 


of, of 


In. " artrne /the Hires Profeſſions, 

eformed, Lutherans, and Pa- 
piſts, haye, or rarher, had, an. equall 
liberty .in the .time of Keckermannus, 
The Reformed gy hed the precmi- 
G 3 ncace 


9S A Diſtavſt \eohcerning 
fence of the Goyeriinient, 264 then 
they did in friehdly Hanher die 
of ſome Lurhetzns to ſhite WithiAHiem 
ih it (f6r in Religi ” corkcet 
all wete"alike;) but 'fince o "have 
beer #dfiitted 26 phe hf Seth in 
the Government; they Re 'found 
a way ro Wortn the "Reformed Pitt 
ont of Power, by Whith means thi 
have abridged” 'them of ky "Aanct- 
ent - Deviled e$- att $6 
that bifvre theſe thre cron hey 
were forced to apþt2l to phe Fing 6 
Poland, "who made decree 
of the Reformed patty 3 but. 
Yitetidubles the waits of redrd 
been obſtructed. A 
\'wheh 16s ere 


And at 
piſttates, ard the 


-the chief of the 
regents bf theSchool *1ſo,beinls of thre 
{Reformed Religion, the Liberty was 
fo equal thar ho-piety had 'per- 
_'ofptiblepower ver the other, bu [0 
was cirried with "that mode 

*thar 'ittd offence 'wis''either ren or 
viveti Whites 1 was there': but: - (I 
| | fear) 


Conſcience: =. 
TnYh a ſerce 
ſacceeding in; the 


JdtheraosAnaÞ 
allbed an A None 
the: ProceRathl Sy 


chav. by Ne 
from ok my he 


een ehe 


Bgice ;and make up 
which Fg: he 


94. "ps br 


 U@n;; -- 


Ta Ti#fple 


ante buth'the Rvteenad., ir 
/udbe 'Latherin profelfion/ 

//ly tree, and in'NatiogallS | 
meet.-togerher, and conſulc in rw: Me 
mon, cancerning the. har mutual + 
edification ; whereof 1 have: a large 
proofe 'in the buſineſs of 'Peace-and 


Unity , ,concerning' which, they have; | i | 


done more then any ofthe Churches... 
in Egrope, by anſ -all che doubts. : 
which were propoſed 'unto them'as 4 
Cans of Conſcience- to. be. refals | | 
yed.. 
In Germany heretofore the reformed 
party did freely exerciſe their Religi- 
on under the Protetion of the Princes 


\9\ 


Fo their own” profeſſiony bur-che Lu» - + | 


herans did always make-it 4 matter - 
of Diſpute , whether" that Liberty - 
did belong unto them yea 'or-no?. ' 
yer -now, the Treaty of. Peace lace- - 


ly concluded at Menſer and 0fas- 


fer- 


ty. + J the meantof turn Edi | 


wy equehrn} 


rugge hath decided fully that jw on | 
ine for, by-a Steve: -law- is is 'de+ © | 


: | of agreement; ſo that they fill 


_ : 
= 
s | 
9 = 


- Liber Gmſeence 
-thiÞ :the reformed 
bal have 'che ſame right and-privia\ - 
od exerciſe ave Fab 

»ad'-Papiſts -have:y \and this 


iis Gy determined” by. the 9h. Ar- 
-1|tide of 'the-- lifracenmghs Peace. 


Wovies _ rontreverſte \Rebigrondr, 


_ In the contoverſits of Re- 
ligtom, mhichare in agitation 4:thus $ime 
wongf the forenamed.. Proteflants , 
have not been \hitherto' reconciled, | but 
have been referres to « further eedcovem 


tes 3 therefore concerning the | 
+ Hs MX reed eh 


That if any. Prince, or other:Lord of the 
 Territovte, & Patron of any Churth, ſhall 
hereafter change his Religion, or obtain,or | 
recover a Principality or Dominion either 
by the nieht of of face: Fiow, or by arte ; 
this preſent Treaty, or by anyother.Ticle 
whatſoever, where the poblick exerciſe of 


| in it 


Religion of the other Wat pr 
hr it ſha#f be Yeeoth bien #0 Aug 


| Con chaplain: of his wee 


aboet 


p& =. ad Diſenaſtememmnivg 
ebaut ma the plire of ts ere robe 


fox Ele | Uh 71 
rs ke {wot 

tins to change ol; 
Ri_eion be Lions ar; Exiefaft (1 
Confiutins; which haweobeen therg hr 
thereous: FS take from wu ſe: 


6 
MM 
in 


| 
4 


ry ns 
#0. Nr aeke weenn bf their.oug 


exk-rars ak or _— wade infer Pe 


hier predrren! pr 1 w/c 
go [me 4H wrrer waly. Uber 
Ari 


wiarfwer or ;g of about 
a nan \w7 prejaiite palirethlgior 


FER vs Ry CY 


pany. 
Ws as thus « ay boake S 
more' firm \in the Cuſe-s Jack 5 akdney » 
1 


n 
ho 
w 
| 
[| 


U 
fi 


Y 


« * 4d 


i us Lowfulli for the Comminnaicies theek: 

ſelves to-prejent 5 or ren | 
Hom uiton, 11. 14 8 

ih Ana ren rrp ndA\Mi- | 

4 AIST ts er aeminede) F : 


Fa——_— 
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j k Con or Mruifiry.,;i 

Ms? ce fn ye me halen: nam, | 

| which nominate and preſent © 0r 

| they be wot of the ſame Religion, they: 
"ak be examined ## the place which the 

wr haneenint, ſhall chnfe 4 whom' the 

*: | Prince ot Lord ſhall aftermards without 

o ny denial confirm. 

7, |: This Scatare-law of che Empire-is 

» tegtound of all that freedome which 

# | the Reformed, or tho Lurheran patty 

# | tan lay dlaith to, when they get 

| Yer Magiſttones of a iffrehr profeR 

' 

| 


'Asforthe obſerverion bf this Law, 
i'is formd'that the Reformed 
ſtrates almoſt every/ where more 
4quitable rowatds Lathetathendteſd* 
4reunto'thoſe: for mithe Palatinate,ar 
Heidelberg,and ortier places ; in'Fefſey, 
Mt Smalealden,: and at Marpwyg ; and” b 
Fomeplages of Anhui; iti wigw hl 
| *fitorkes 6f the Blettor 6f Brandonb 
and in the Principalities of "Naffing, 
*wWhete the" Reformed Nye the > ſu- 
"itckie L761, the Luthsans Give 

: their 


fon. © 
"= 
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their full liberry withour incertupric 
þ bue where the Lutherans have the iv 
preme Anthority'in Germanie,; 1 k 
no\places where they permit the'ffe 
exerciſe of. the Reformed-profeſſionz 
bar inthe places named heretofore i 
Holſttin, at-Fridericksbure-and- Altent 


and in Hambarg the Bug ſh. have their | i 


fteedome within the City, bat noi 


elfei-z nor doe: I know any Impets | £ 


rial; City where the Magiſtrate is 


Lytheran,which permits the Reformed |* 


party to have the liberty of publick 
profeſſion within their walls : there 


one of the Lucheran Earls of Hana; |! 


who-/hath-given of late. years to the 
Reformed party dwelling in Strasburg, 
theliberry co build a Charch upon his 
Territory,and to have \their, publick 
meetings.theretn : and one of the'Lv- 
theran Marqueſles, of. 3r4pdenbuig 


hath dane the like a year-or rwo ago: |! 


to. the. Reformed inhabiranes of Ne- 
Peres) 75134 iT v9) O11 11h 

- At /Bremes, where the Mygiſtrarejs 
wholly. reformed, within che Cicy th | 
ts | n y- 


int 
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have the poſſeſſion of the 
Cache all Church , where they ex- 
bo 3 their Religious W6rthip won 
Icls ;.butithere are complaints mdde 
of theKteKing of Sweden, that inthe 
[AF0 under his | JurisdiRtion' be 
th ſuffered rhe Scarute of: the Km- 
ire rouctiin ithe freedonwof Reli ROWE 
to be'violared, by caſting 
eforme@ Miniſters, 2nd impoſing 
therarisupon the: Reforme Fr 
ſors, depriving them of .the Liberty 
hich they have enjoyed ever fince 
Na, 'Reformation'of theſe. Places 
tom Pdpery; i © 4 

+Jn'the' Low Counties of the united X 
Frovidces/? the: -Ludierats, -the R620 
monſtrams,and the Anabapriſts have'a 
freedott} 20//mevt ita; publick way 


dthers of all forts do) meer in/-privates, 
- [4d thesdifference which is. made'/be- 


* | tyeen-the:Prafefſors of ſeyerallparties 


$'chiefly:ithis4/: [that thei Reformed 


' | party, which .doth own'the National 
| | Confeſſion 
| embers of- the National Congrega-. 


oh, 'and are owned 'tor be 


£100$ 


200 4 Diferurſe capcerning 
ions, have only che -DrivVa988\16 
Prceminence: admigt 
places of'\ Traft i i £ 

Which - all 


shiþibercy align ehercw 


$«d Provinces have yielded a ep 


ined unto al: forts 3 barb, mage thar]i 


| le hocof Gacnd co beth Cenue 
ofthe Trade of Zvrepe 
thee Sea- Parts, the dine ae. 


_ andthe Tex: and theſe-Ports are not |* 
eafiencicher,: þut difficult 10. be gf |: 


tred. 


Inthe Canzons of Switzerland and h 


| 


Geneva there is no differenc;;Profeſſe | 


Ae pablickdy 1olerated - aldiough, in | 
theiCircumftantialway of the Admi: | 
niftration of. Aaodinances, and inthe | * 


teular zof Diſciplige and Go- 
ILAN Canton Is. different 


from-anocher 5 yke they: {fl noc-ons | 


about theig:: diftereahes,, tus: :correr 


(pond in a friendly manner: n: Watters; | 


af commpn:converament. 


_ 1n-#rancerhe Proceſhant. Churches q 


ae 10 be conſidered within; chemt- 


e- 


ſelves 


> ,5 9» © 1 = — = Os =. i i 
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1" £ahwvy of Gooſdidue. Yor 

E' ren Liberty whith hey 
nhexhy wider vheir Pb AW! 

is-tior; under :our 'c 


d doth give to particle 
teffe different - 


nat: COnctHhing: + 
rein neang! orders 1 = 

aw<borts; Lids aehoueh" "Hete 
dd begin to dreak forth'{yet 
oral Sp mdatwell ape ii item: 
proſeryed Peace/nd 


parti { 
pure forke” of - elf” iterit 
= theic Confifories- to" the Oo. 
loques and-Provinciall 
\rhi6ans/ 10) preſerve "their! 


roof ; itt 
alt'Sy- 
&i'ro 


ch their Nlarr6 


is the 
ty 2n& 


Ia 


203 _.-of Diſcourſe conterning 
. Io Primneriend the Seedome which | 
che Cones enjoy doch wholly de- | - 


the Conſticution of- their: | 
= "s rad ein 5 
cantogrisSovereigny | 
eficy between | 


ah Corr 
mage — 


jak in.;marters Ee- 


Coli a kind of: truſti;pur-upon 
them co, communicate-to che reſt; by. * 


way. of;correſpondency, matters tore: 
Wiyilectonſier mucuall congurrence,:3} 


go ry 


berween the; Churches, bat 
inche exerciſe of Diſ-! 
cipline. and..-Goyerament - depends: 
wholly..upon the -SanRion whicb' the: 
Prince and his Eccleſiaſtical Senate or! 
jor ry dorh- make ;concerning -y 
& : way of adminiftring--all 


55 ___ 


' there, 3S no-{ach/corres; | 
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| Jn the Low-countrier the freedome 
-.of meetiog in Clafles and in'Synsds, 
"Gn; Claſſes every. Month, -or- otter; if 
Be ged | be, )according-as-che Claſſes are 
| Fevided } -1n..Synods-Provinciall every 
* year Once: )..45' the. prefervation- of 
| vtheſe., Churches. in . unity. for the 
t ix Provinces, viz. .Gelderland, -Hol- 
| land, Utrecht, Friefland, Groning, ard 
| reryel,. hold their Synods ſo- cori-— 
| £27 ds ſo. 
| Jecutively,-that, they can fend from 
| | gach Synod Deputies to another, to 
, | correſpond with them, 'and to com- 
| municate matters of Deliberation; 
'1 at- there... may hbe- no; caaſes:* 
| breaches between them z the Pro- 
vince., of Zecelayd hath no ferle& 
| time of Synagical meeting, burthe 
| Claſſes of Middelbarg upon all "B+ 
mergeacies doth _ give. notice to the” 
other Claſſes , of - the - adjacene- 
- | Iſlands of matters to þe-taken. into 
| +} conſideration : So that in the Low-*: 
' | Countries the Liberty to- meer \for.” 
| the, ordering , of all rhiogs: within. 
themſelves, which preſerves .the-- 

th H Churches 


"x04 "A Diſtow/ſe concerning 
'Churches in France z and the 'Li- | 
betty to correſpond and to commy- | 
nicate one with another rhe things 
which they ſertle by order , which 
preſerves the Churches in Switzer- 
land, is more complete then any 
where: elſe «; and becauſe the De- | 
ties, or rather Commiſſioners | 
: -fom- the Civil ' Magiſtrite are al- 
ways preſent ar che Provincial Sy= 
nods, therefore their decrees are 
more * valid , and yet alcogethet 
free in matters of ſpiricuall concern- 
ment. 
This is the Liberty which I have 
obſerved ro be in uſe. amongſt Pro- | 
reftants within themſelves, in the 
exerciſe of their profeſſion, by pub- 
lick meetings, by the adminiſtra- 
tion of Goyernment within them- 
ſelves, by Clafſes and Synods, 
and by a Cotreſpondency wich one 
another in Religious matters. As 
for the Liberty which particular 
mernbers have in each Congrefa- 
tion , and which -the Congregati- 
gs 


Liberty of Conſctence. 05 

ons have in each Clafſis or Col- 
| Joque , and by what Rules that Li- 
- berty 1s limiced , is a matter of 
- more diffuſe conſideration , and per- 
haps of lirtle uſe for the end for 
- which this information is defired - 
therefore I ſhall not inlarge upon 
- that fubjeR. 


Io097. 
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OF THE 
LIBERTY of RELIGION 


In uſe between 


PROTESTANTS & PAPISTS, 


AF ic be inquired what 
A Liberty Papiſts have 
my where Proteſtants bear 
by WEST Rule, or Papiſts give to 
'U =w Proteſtants ' when they 
have all the power : 

It may be Anſwered by the conff- 
deration of the places where each 
power is prevalent. 

On the 'one fide, in Sweden and 
Denmark, and in all the Territoriesof 
the lower and upper Saxony, where- 
ever Proteſtants have the ſole power, 
no Papiſts are permitted to haye any\, 


H 3 pub- - 


TI68 A Diſcowſe concerning 

- Publick exerciſe of their Religion 
and on the other ſide, in Auſtria, Bohe- 
mia}. Moravia, and all the heritable 
lands of the Houſe of Au#7ia, in Fran- 
conia, Bavaria, and the upper Palatinat 
where the. Papiſts have the ſole power, 
no Proteſtants are permitted to have 

the oublick exeiciſe of heir Relis1- 
ON. | 

Theſe whole Territories forenamed 

on each fide being entire Bodies with- 

| in themſelves, under one kead either of 
the one or the other proteſſion, with- 
out.the intermixture of different Do- 
minons, are unitorm in rhe exerciſe 
of their Religion reſpeQively diffe- 
rent. Bur the intermediare parts of 
the German Empire are interwoven 
under ſeverall Princes of different Re- 
ligions,. and therefore are of a mixt- 
proteſſion : my meaning is not, that 
the profeſtons and formsof Religion's 
worthip are mixed and jumbled roge- 
cher in one; bur that borh profeffions 
axe exerciſed, ſome here and ſom 
there, ia different places. | 


And 


Liberty of Conſcience. 
_ And becauſe the inhabitants of tl 
Intermediate Territories being mixed, 
and pretending ro haye each of they 
2 righe to the ſame places of wor- 
ſhip, quarrells and ftrife did ariſe 
amongſt chem, theretoze when they 
deprived one another of the free- 
dome- £0 exerciſe their profeſhon , 
the Treaty of Peace at Munſtcr 2nd 
Oſnabrugge ' did appoint the Reſti-, 
rution of places for the-pablick. exer- 
ciſe of Religion oa both fides, and or- 
dered thar all macters of this kind 
' ſhould. be. ſertled thenceforward as 
they were in uſe heretofore 1n-the 
year 1624. which order occaſioned a 
Deputation from all rhe States of. the 
Empire at Francford in the years 
1656, 57. and following, to ſee thar 
Decree and other maccers pur in exe- 
cution. 

.. Now the Iatermediate Terricories 
are the Circles of Weſtphalia, of the 
Rhine,of theWelterans,ot Franconts,and 
of <waben'; containing many Princiva- 
lities and great Cuties depending im- 
H 4 - mediate- 
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the'time of war none that was preva- 
lent did ſuffer a different Religion 'to 
be exerciſed: Bnt fince the Inſtrument 
of the Peace made at Manfter and 
 Oſnabrug was publiſhed, the Liberty of 


Religion is to be Regulated univerſal» 


' Iy by the ſeyenth arcicle, and ſome 0- 
ther articles derermining matters be- 
tween Proteſtants and Papiſts z and 


according to this Conftitution ,- al- 


chough {ome Territories which for- 
merly - were under Proteſtant Princes 


are now under a Popiſh power, and v#- 


ee ea, yet the Liberty of Religion 


15. to be left unto each party 2s it was -: 


nled*in the year 1624, Thas the 
Duke of Newbure , and one -of the 


Landgraves of Heſſen, and a Prince of . 


Naſſasv, and ſome others , are obliged 
to-leave unto the Proteſtants within 
their Dominions the: free exerciſe of 
raeir Religion which formerly chey 

= | had, 


 mediately upon the Empire'z - which” 

in, pr different profeſſions , and. 
mixed one' with another inreſpe&ef- | 
their Territories and Juriſdifions ,-mn? 1 
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"Liberty of Conſclence. I11 
' had;'-In like: manner in fome of the 
Imperiall-Ciries, as in Francford, 


bwe, and others, the Papiſts have their 


4 free exerciſe reſtored unto them a» 
mongft the Proteſtants z' at Avsburg 
alſo the Magiſtrate is half of the one 
and half of the other profeſſion; bur 
in all the: other Imperiall Cities,ſo far 
as. I remember, the Magiſtrates are 
wholly Proteftanes, except .at .Collen 
and Heilbrow, where they: are wholly 
| Papiſts, | 

Thus matters of freedome ſtand-in 
the German Empire. =o 

In Poland, Hungaria and Tranſylus- 


mis, the Proteſtants and Papiſts have - 
' heretofore had. a promiſcuous Libers | 
ty; onely whenſoever of later times ' 


either of: the parties did grow more 
prevalent in power, they have abridged 


each other of their Liberties: and now 


at this time the Proteſtants of Tre. 


venia' have pur themſelyes under 
ProteQion: of the Turke, to' maintain 
the Liberty of their: Conſcience, be- 
cauſe- the. Jeſuits by the power of the 

H Empe- 


\ 
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can. command 


Emperour, which they 


co: bring about their defignes, would 
have forced them to embrace their. 


Superſtition. 


Ja Switzerland rhe Proteſt: nts nd. 


Papiſts when chey made their league 
arfirſt co maintain joyncly their Liber- 
nes againſt the Houſe of A«ſtri4, or 

any other pretenders to- have Juriſdis 


- Gtion over them, they agreed mutu- 


ally upon. this alſo, that if any of the 
Natives living in the Cantons- of ei: 
ther fide ſhould change their Reli- 
gion , (for then chey were pertedt- 
Iy.divided and ſeparared upon the .in- 


tereſt of Religion, and jo have: con, 


tinued ſtill, thac no Papiſts' have any 
free exerciſe of Religion among Pro4 
reſtants, nor Pcoteſtaits among Pa- 
piſts; ) that then chey ſhould be per? 
mitced refpeRively to ſell cheir goods, 
and tranſport themſelves unto the par- 
ty. whole Religion they ſhould  em- 


mace: buc of late che Popith Canton 


Switz did break this agreement, and: 
would not ſuffer ſome of their Native 
inha- 
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Liberty of Conſcience. It3 
inhabitants to partake of this free- 


dome, bur finding char ſome families 


had changed their Religion; they did 


» [confiſcate their goods z and raking 


bold of ſome of chem,by the Inſtiga- 
tion of the Friers and Jeſuits, they 
condemned ſome of them to death, 
and othets to the Gallies , which was 
the cauſe of the late war which brokeS 


| forch' amongſt them ; aad, alchough 


they ceaſe.from open Hoſtiliry, yet this 
bafineſs is not fully compoſed. 

And becaule there are ſome places 
of Common Juriſdition, wherein 
there are inhabitants of borh parties, 
and the Cantens of each Profeſſion 
put governors by turns for ſome years 
over them, ic falls often out that the 
Proteſtant inhabitants in theſe Juriſ- 
ditions ate commonly abridged of 
their Liberty by the Popiſh Gover- 
nours; which gives continuall occaſion 
of complaints and diſputes berween 
the Cantons,, and at laſt may break 
forth to ſome violent ruPrure, an4 to 
2 totall ſuppreſſion eicher of the one 
or the other. Ia 


FP | Diſcomſe coneers ng 


of our troubles in "Bn 5 wed hive 
been very much abridged thereof 1 , 
- ſeverall places z yet in Oliver the Pro 
reQor his time they gor ſome enlarg 
ment, which now fince the Peace i 
made with Sp4iz doth ceaſe, ſo tha 
they are under the danger of being, 
perſecuted every whereas being expo-+: 
poſed to the fury of the multicude,, 
without any affurance of 'Safery, furs 
ther then iris an inconveniency to the: 
Society of Papiſts themſelves with, 
whom they live ; otherwiſe the Jeſuits) 
3nd Popiſh Emiſſaries are reſtleſs to. 
ſtir up their zelots to moleſt chem, and, 
do what they can to extirpate them. 
witneſs that which fell out of late 
Montauban,at Bonrdeanx, at Dieppe,an « 
and elſewhere. 
In the Vallies of Piemont the poor 
| Churches 


-In Fraxce,by Vertue of the Edit of | 
Nantes, che Proteſtants ou je h e e'\ 
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[tek ro devourthem. | 
+ In the Low-countries both 


Libertyof Conſcience. I15 


| Churches there ſmce the Peace made 
| 


have ftill been moleſted more or lefs 
wichourt incermiſhien, for beſides other 
macters, that which is cheir chief con- 
ceriment , namely the Liberty to 
meer at St, G/ovenyi, ro exerciſe their 
Carechiſme, that not only the yourh 
may be inftruced, bur thoſe of riper 
ars confirmed in.che Proteſtant Re- 
jon, is wholly taken from them. 
'bis Liberty is ina manner the whole 
ſubſtance or chief part of their pub-- 
lick exerciſe ; this formerly they, have 
ahvays had, and by this laſt treaty of 
Peace it hath been confirmed unto 
them z nevertheleſs they are deprived 
of it, and new marters of quarrel! are 
formed againſt them for other. pre- 
tences, and chiefly againſt their Mini- 
ſters 5 for the deſigne is to fright away. 
ry Leaders, that being ſcattered like 
loft ſheep upon the mountains, they 
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116 A Diſcourſe conterning 
there is a certain reciprocall Liberty \ 
for the Papiſts in the Dominions: of 
the States, and for the Proteſtants in 
the Dominioris of the $ pamard; "but. 
:the Liberry is not equal, for in the |: 
Linited Provinces the States allow the | 
Papiſts a certain aumber of Prieſts to |: 
adminiſter unto them: che things be- |-+ 
longing to their Conſcience in a:pri- 
vate way, which is done by an expreſs | 
conceflion or condeſcenſion;but in the |- 
Spaniſh Dominions no ſuch thing: is | 
granced unto. the Proteſtants who live |- 
amongſt them, but the Miniſters who 
adminiſter Holy things unto them pri- 
vately, do it at their perill; they have /; 
no Conceſſion to attend nny private |- 
meetings, but only they are winked at, 
and ſuffered to doe (what they venture | 
upon) by way of Conmvence ; ſo that | 
the difference is,that the Papiſts in the 
Uaniced Provinces have an aſſurance of 
freedome which they .enjoy, bat the | 
Proteſtants in che- other Provinces |- 
have no ſuch freedome affared unto 
them ; which makes the Papiſts - 
| creaſe |- 
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Liberty of Conſcience, 117 
y. creaſe and multiply in the Dominion 
of the States, and the Proteftants di- 
\ miniſh in the ocher Provinces: and the 
|"effet of this may be, that when ſome 
| of the Papifts ſball creep into places 
»of power, and finding the Proteſtants 
divided amongſt themſelves, and their 
own party ſtrong enough to make 2 
+ head with the affiRtance of neighbour 
Moregin forces, they may make rotall 
--change of Government in that Com- 
' mon-wealth, 
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